








In Touch with shareholders
Anchorage wedding
Myrtle and Daniel Begen proudly announce 
their marriage on May 14 at the Anchorage Hope 
Community Church in Anchorage. Pastor Davis and 
Laura Hobson performed the wedding ceremony. 
Myrtle is the daughter of Ethel Komakhuk, who 
passed away a few years ago. Daniel’s parents are 
Carol York and stepfather Quentin York of Michigan 
and father Dennis Begen and stepmother Marylou 
Begen of Tennessee. There will be another wedding 
at a later date for family and friends. Myrtle would 
like to thank her daughter, Leah Komakhuk; sister, 
Janette Brown; and sister-in-law, Roberta Neeley, for 
attending the ceremony.

Oregon coast wedding
CIRI descendant Myra Ann Boyaver married 
Joseph Kupres on May 2, 2009, at St. Anthony 
Roman Catholic Church in Forest Grove, Ore. The 
reception was held at the beach on the Oregon 
coast and was attended by family and friends 
from all over the country. The couple met in 2008 
while on a business trip to China. Myra and Joe 
have three children: Christopher, Brittanee and 
Nicholas. Myra is the daughter of JoAnn Boyer, 
who is of Aleut descent and grew up on Kodiak 
Island, and the granddaughter of Susanna von 
Scheele and Harry Howe.

Baby Gosta
CIRI shareholder Rolf Dagg and CIRI descendant 
Lilly Dagg of Palmer, Alaska, announce the birth 
of their son, Gosta Nathan Dagg, on Jan. 30. Baby 
Gosta was 8 pounds, 1 ounce and was 22 inches 
long. He is the grandson of CIRI shareholder Gosta 
Dagg and wife Carole of Everett, Wash., and CIRI 
shareholder Reba Sickler of Talkeetna, Alaska.

Fort Lewis College graduate
Araina Marsden, CIRI descendent and shareholder 
through gifting, graduated from Fort Lewis College 
in Durango, Colo., on May 1 with a Bachelor of 

Arts in Art, emphasis in ceramics. Araina is the 
daughter of shareholder Dorthey Collard (stepfather 
Jim Collard) and shareholder John V. Marsden Sr. 
Araina has been accepted into the Master of Fine 
Arts program at Indiana University in Indiana, 
Penn., where she will continue her ceramics studies. 
Ariana is grateful for and sincerely thanks The CIRI 
Foundation for the scholarships it provided toward 
completion of her undergraduate degree. 

Kentucky graduate
Francis J. Trascritti, son of shareholder M. Teresa 
Trascritti and husband Dr. Fran Trascritti, 
graduated from Boyce College, The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary on May 7 with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Worldviews and Apologetics 
and a minor in Biblical and Theological Studies. 
Francis is the grandson of CIRI shareholder Ernest 
J. Watson and Virgie Watson. Francis plans to be an 
officer in the U.S. Army and will go to basic training 
in July 2010 and attend Officer Candidate School 
immediately following basic training. Francis 
is pictured with the president of the seminary, 
Dr. R. Albert Mohler, a noted Christian radio 
commentator and author. 

Welding graduate
Twenty-year-old CIRI descendant and CIRI 
Foundation Vocational Training Grant recipient 
Kurt R. Hermansen-Jent graduated June 2 from 
the Hobart Institute of Welding Technology in 
Troy, Ohio. Kurt earned a welding certification 
in both Structural and Pipe Welding along with 
two National Welder Certifications in MIG and 
TIG Welding (GMAW 6G and GTAW 6G). Kurt 
plans to expand his welding training beyond 
Hobart and pursue a career as an Underwater 
Welding Specialist/Certified Commercial Diver and 
Emergency Medical/Dive Medic Technician. He is 
currently enrolled in the 2010 fall semester at the 
Commercial Diving Academy in Jacksonville, Fla.
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Kurt R. Hermansen-Jent

New Shareholder Participation 
Committee members
CIRI selected nine new Shareholder Participation Committee (SPC) 
members following the 2010 annual meeting of CIRI shareholders on 
June 5 in Puyallup, Wash.

The CIRI Board of Directors formed the Shareholder Participation 
Committees in 1995 to increase shareholder communications with 
CIRI specifically regarding the corporation’s mission, business 
operations, corporate policies and other matters. The three 
committees represent shareholders living in Anchorage, in Alaska 
outside Anchorage and in the Lower 48 and Hawaii.

Each committee has nine members who are chosen by random 
drawing from shareholders interested in serving and who have 
correctly answered a questionnaire. Members generally serve 
staggered, three-year terms that begin at the time of selection and 
expire at CIRI’s annual meeting three years later.

CIRI welcomes the following new members:

Shareholder Participation Committee members at CIRI’s 2010 Annual 
Meeting in Puyallup, Wash.

Anchorage Committee:
David R. Cole
Bonnie J. Jimenez
John W. Steve Jr.

Alaska Committee:
Lillian Demoski
Nicholas Kokotovich Jr.
Robin Murphy

Lower 48 and Hawaii Committee:
Marsha R. Gray
John R. Haney II
George O. Rosser
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Learn more about address/name changes at www.ciri.com/content/shareholders/change.aspx.
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Benjamin Howard “Hoopiiaina” Brown, 46
Benjamin Howard “Hoopiiaina” Brown died Nov. 22, 2009, after a long, 
courageous battle with cancer.  Ben was born Oct. 15, 1963, in Tacoma, Wash., 
and was a shareholder of the Tyonek Native Corp. and CIRI.  He received 
degrees in the culinary arts and was most recently employed at Southcentral 
Foundation (SCF). At SCF, Ben worked in a variety of programs, including 
Procurement and Information Technology.  Ben was also an active volunteer 
at SCF and CIRI events.  His commitment to the community began early 
in life. As a young man, he was a leader in the local Boy Scouts and then, 
through service and dedication, went on to earn the prestigious distinction 
of Eagle Scout.  He was also a strong supporter of SCF’s Family Wellness 
Warriors Initiative.  Ben was preceded in death by his father, Lloyd Edwin 
Brown Sr., and brother, Lloyd Brown Jr.  He is survived by his mother, Bernice 
Agnes Brown; brother, James Andrew Brown; daughter, Mercedes Alexandra 
“Makaala” Brown; son, Benjamin Howard “Hoopiiaina” Brown; and many 
aunts, uncles and cousins.  Ben will be deeply missed by his family and friends.

Martha (Marty) J. Hickel, 67
Martha (Marty) J. Hickel died April 4 at home in Palmer, Alaska.  Ms. 
Hickel was born Jan. 26, 1943, in Juneau, Alaska. She was of the Raven 
moiety. Ms. Hickel moved to Houston, Texas, with her family in 1972 
and later lived in Singapore for several years. She returned to her beloved 
Alaska with her family in 1979, working at the Palmer Senior Center until 
retiring. She loved to crochet and made many Afghans for her family 
and friends. Ms. Hickel also enjoyed beadwork and working with quills. 
She is survived by her daughter, Cheryl (Robert) Evjen; sons, William 
Woodbury, Edward (Doreen) Woodbury, DJ Hickel, Randall (Cathy) 
Hickel, Darin (Kayla) Hickel and Allen (Rebecca) Hickel; sisters, Shirley 
Haynes and Lori (Edward) Dummler; brother, Arnold Hawkins; 14 
grandchildren, 15 great-grandchildren; numerous nieces and nephews; 
and special friend, John Otcheck.

raven’scircle 6

2010june

EDITOR 	•	Maniksaq Baumgartner   
DESIGN 	•	Plaid Agency  •  © CIRI, 2010

VOLUME 35

ISSUE 5

P.O. Box 93330
Anchorage, Alaska 99509-3330

First-Class Mail
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 257
Anchorage, AK

2525 C Street, Suite 500
Anchorage, AK 99503

Mailing address:
P.O. Box 93330
Anchorage, AK
99509-3330

Phone number:
(907) 274-8638

Fax number:
(907) 279-8836

w w w. c i r i . c o m

Shareholder Relations:
(907) 263-5191
(800) 764-2474
Fax number:
(907) 263-5186

Contact us

Peter (Pete) Komakhuk Jr., 62
Peter (Pete) Komakhuk Jr. died April 12 at home in Anchorage.  Mr. 
Komakhuk is survived by his brothers, Charlie and Reggie Komakhuk. 

Gilbert J. Konrad, 90
Gilbert J. Konrad died April 8 at home in Thornton, Colo.  Mr. Konrad was 
born Feb. 10, 1920, in Lacona, Iowa.  He is survived by his wife, Winifred 
Konrad; daughters, Kathy (Mike) Styes and Diane (Gene) Brown; sons, 
Dale and Stuart Konrad; granddaughters, Melissa Brown and Christine 
Durnen; and great-granddaughters, Alexia and Rayna Durnen. 

Lillian E. Mooney (a.k.a. Ost-Mooney), 68
Lillian E. Ost-Mooney died Mar. 22 in Tacoma, Wash.  Ms. Ost-Mooney 
was born Jan. 25, 1942, in Council, Alaska, the child of John and Mary Lou 
Ost. She attended school in Council, Homer, Tacoma and the University 
of Alaska. According to her family, she was a kind, loving and generous 
person, often doing spur-of-the-moment fun activities. She is survived by 
her daughters, Elizabeth, Kristina and Michelle; son, Leon; grandchildren, 
Zsaklyn, Zsivon, Zsoelle, Nathan, Chelsea, Melissa, Kierene, Dakota, 
Joseph, Isaiah and Lavonte; sisters, Lola Austerman, Clara James and Lois 
Marsden; brothers, Donald, Emory and John Ost; and many cousins, 
nieces, nephews and friends.

Condolences

Irene Peglas Hartwig, 75

Condolences

Monday, June 7 showcased super-hero films sponsored by KTUU NBC 2 to 
support the Alaska State Firefighters Association. Tuesday, June 8 featured 
movies that were based upon popular books and sponsored by the Anchorage 
Daily News to benefit the United Way of Anchorage. And all movies on 
Thursday, June 10 were family friendly and sponsored by Clear Channel 
Radio Anchorage to support Wish Upon the North Star.

Regal’s Tikahtnu Stadium 16 & IMAX grand opening on June 11 featured 
first-run releases including “The A-Team,” “Karate Kid” and “Shrek Forever 
After 3D” in the IMAX theater. The opening included sweepstakes, giveaways 
and radio remotes and every paid admission on June 11-24 included free 
popcorn and soft drink. “Toy Story 3” in 3D opened in the IMAX theater on 
June 18. 

The 70-foot-wide IMAX theater showcases Hollywood blockbusters and 
original documentary-style films projected on a specially-designed screen 
that is slightly curved and positioned to immerse the audience. The IMAX 
experience features exceptional image quality, proprietary digital surround 
sound and a patented theater geometry that makes audience members feel 
like they are in the movie.

CIRI and Oakland, Calif.-based retail developer Browman Development Co. 
broke ground in 2007 to start developing Tikahtnu Commons on 95 acres 
of CIRI land in northeast Anchorage. The project is growing into Alaska’s 
premier shopping and entertainment center, featuring major national 
retailers including Target, Kohl’s, The Sports Authority, Best Buy and Lowe’s. 
When completed, Tikahtnu Commons is expected to include 950,000 square 
feet and cost more than $100 million.

Regal theater opens
continued from cover


