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Dividends for CIRI shareholders are generated 
by the investments that the company has made 
over its 45 years of existence. While the investment 
portfolio changes some each year, reflecting 
shifting economic priorities and market trends, it 
is anchored by real estate, energy, infrastructure, 
government contracting and investment securities.

These business segments reflect the expertise of 
the CIRI Board of Directors and management team. 
They are industries that CIRI knows well and in which 
the company has cultivated expert partners.

When considering new investments, the challenge is 
weighing the opportunity for a positive return to benefit 
shareholders against the potential risks that could 
negatively impact the investment. In the last couple 
of years, the CIRI management team has tackled this 
balancing challenge with a new investment strategy, 
one that leverages both the company’s experience 
and its network of expert partners: specialty finance.

Specialty finance is a term applied to a new line of 
business CIRI is developing in which the company 
makes debt investments that are ultimately backed by 
large, existing industry assets with which CIRI is familiar. 
Through the specialty finance business, CIRI avoids many 
of the risks inherent with being a new project developer 
or owner while continuing to earn attractive returns.

“This type of investing is less risky than being an 
equity investor in projects while providing a better 
risk-adjusted return that, in many cases, approaches 
the level of returns an equity investor can expect to 
receive,” Chief Financial Officer Stig Colberg told 
CIRI shareholders at a recent Information Meeting.

CIRI’s foray into specialty financing began with a loan 
backed by the Briscoe Wind Project, a 150-megawatt 
wind farm in Texas. CIRI lent money to Capital Dynamics, 
Briscoe’s owner and one of CIRI’s partners in another 
project, the Middletown Energy Center. The loan is 
secured by 100 percent of the equity in the wind farm. 
Other recent specialty finance investments include a 
loan to CIRI’s long-time partner in the hospitality industry, 
Woodbine Development Corp., which is backed by a 
hotel in Dallas, Texas, and a debt investment secured 
by stock in Iceland’s fastest-growing telecom company.

CIRI's prime targets thus far have been in the 
infrastructure, real estate and energy arenas.

“We are confident that adding specialty finance 
as an important piece of the company’s overall 
portfolio of assets and businesses will help grow 
net income, increase shareholders’ equity and 
ultimately achieve our objective of steady and growing 
dividends for CIRI shareholders,” Colberg said.  

SPECIALTY FINANCE BOLSTERS CIRI’S 
INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO 

Rona Johnson 

A self-described “late bloomer” when it came 
to her career, CIRI shareholder Rona Johnson 
has more than made up for lost time.

Born and raised in Alaska, Rona spent her 
childhood on the Kenai Peninsula and moved 
to Anchorage after graduating high school. 
She dabbled in “weird jobs” for about a 
decade, trying to decide on a career path. In 
1998, Rona’s grandmother fell ill and received 
treatment at the Alaska Native Medical Center 
(ANMC). “I watched her die and that changed 
my life,” Rona said. “I realized the end of life 
is a really sacred time, and that my feelings 
were largely shaped by the nurses who were 
caring for her.” The experience prompted her 
to pursue a bachelor’s degree in nursing from 
the University of Alaska Anchorage. In 2003, 
at the age of 33, she graduated cum laude.

Rona worked as a staff nurse from 2003 to 
2006 at ANMC, after which time she moved 
into a management role. “But I missed 
the patients,” she said. “When a job with 
oncology came open, I jumped. That’s when 
I got the hankering for palliative care. I had 
done grief support before, but working with 
cancer patients, it really started to gel.”

In Western medicine, palliative care is a 
relatively new and little-understood specialty. 
According to the American Academy of 
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   Photo courtesy of Rona Johnson.
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C O M M U N I T YCIRI in the

customer-owned approach that helps Alaska Native 
people achieve physical, mental, emotional and 
spiritual wellness. CIRI is proud to include SCF – 
whose system of care is now a model for the nation 
– among its family of nonprofit organizations.

Attendees at the Annual Meeting heard a 
presentation about the company’s previous 
year’s financial performance. Many exciting 
developments occurred in 2016, including 
a number of investments in the energy and 
infrastructure segment and the sale of CIRI Alaska 
Tourism Corporation to Viad Corp. Additionally, 
in early 2017, CIRI subsidiary North Wind Group 
acquired environmental remediation services 
company Portage Inc. We believe these new 
investments will improve our financial results 
and grow shareholder dividends going forward. 

We accomplished a great deal in 2016, working 
to fulfill the CIRI mission of promoting the 
economic and social well-being and Alaska 
Native heritage of our shareholders – but the 
economic challenges facing Alaska means 
it’s time to embark on bold new initiatives.  

Looking ahead, part of CIRI’s investment strategy 
will involve specialty finance, which you can 
read about in this month’s lead story. These 
opportunities are available to CIRI because of the 
strong partnerships we have forged with large-
scale, sophisticated investment partners.

Exxon Valdez oil spill. After graduating with a degree 
in biology, he moved to Alaska for graduate work 
in environmental science and has been here ever 
since, ultimately landing a job as executive director 
of the Resource Development Council (RDC), a 
nonprofit organization that advocates for responsible 
resource development in Alaska. In this capacity, 
he served on the Cook Inlet Beluga Whale Recovery 
Team and the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Public Advisory 
Committee – areas of keen interest for the ASLC.

“I don’t have any specific ties to Seward (where 
the ASLC is located), but I volunteered for 
years at a fishing fundraiser that benefitted the 
SeaLife Center,” Brune said. “That, coupled 
with my work for RDC, provided me the 
opportunity to join the board of the ASLC.”

As we move into summer, I hope you are 
able to take advantage of the warmer 
season and enjoy it to the fullest. 

Warm regards, 

The only facility in Alaska that combines a public 
aquarium with marine research, education and 
wildlife response, for nearly 20 years the ASLC 
has worked to promote understanding and 
stewardship of Alaska’s marine ecosystems. CIRI 
has long been a supporter of the ASLC, both as a 
sponsor of its annual Marine Gala fundraiser and 
a supporter of its education efforts, which include 
bringing every fifth-grader in Anchorage School 
District Title 1 schools to the ASLC for a day of 
exploration, observation and hands-on learning.

In addition to his work with the ASLC, Brune 
serves on the boards of the Alaska Miners 
Association, Consumer Energy Alliance Alaska 
and RDC, and is an assistant coach and team 
manager for the Anchorage Youth Soccer Club.

Thank you to all who participated in person 
or via proxy in the 44th Annual Meeting of 
Shareholders, held June 3 in Anchorage. Voting to 
elect the members of the CIRI Board of Directors 
is an important shareholder responsibility; our 
15-member Board sets the overall direction in the 
conduct of the company’s business and initiates, 
develops and adopts the corporate policies, 
business plans and strategic goals carried out by 
the CIRI management team. Voting in elections 
ensures your voice is heard when it comes to 
selecting the individuals who will guide the 
company’s success and demonstrate the leadership 
and judgment best suited to fulfill its mission.

The preliminary results of the election for CIRI 
Directors indicate the following shareholders 
will serve a three-year term ending in 2020:

• Robert E. Harris
• Roy M. Huhndorf 
• Katrina M. Jacuk 
• Patrick M. Marrs
• Samuel G. Spangler 

We were pleased and honored to hold the Annual 
Meeting at the Nuka Learning and Wellness 
Center on the Southcentral Foundation (SCF) 
campus. The Nuka Center is a special place, 
characterized by large learning-circle spaces that 
facilitate discussion, support and healing. SCF’s 
Nuka System of Care is a relationship-based, 

He may be senior director of CIRI’s Land and 
Resources department, but Jason Brune’s heart 
belongs to the sea. Over his decade as a board 
member with the Alaska SeaLife Center (ASLC), 
“I’ve done it all,” he said. He has served on various 
committees, including executive, governance, 
fundraising and marketing; supports staff 
recognition events; and personally sponsors the 
Stewardship and Sustainability award, which honors 
an industry leader that demonstrates the highest 
commitment to sustainability of ocean resources. 

While attending Minnesota-based Carleton College, 
Brune came to Alaska in the early 1990s for a 
summer internship with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. He was primarily tasked with working 
with oiled sea otters that had been victims of the 

A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT
Sophie Minich, CIRI president and chief executive officer

Jason Brune, CIRI Senior Director, Land and Resources, and 
Alaska SeaLife Center Board Member

For information on the Alaska SeaLife Center, 
including a summer aquarium schedule, 
visit www.alaskasealife.org.  
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Recipe

SUSIE’S RHUBARB CAKE 

START TO FINISH: 65 minutes 
(approximately 15 minutes active)  

SERVINGS: 6-8 

INGREDIENTS FOR THE CAKE:
½ cup shortening

1 cup brown sugar

½ cup white sugar

1 egg

2 cups sifted flour

1 teaspoon baking soda

½ teaspoon salt

1 cup buttermilk

1 teaspoon vanilla 

1½ cups chopped rhubarb

FOR THE TOPPING:
½ cup white sugar 

1 teaspoon cinnamon 

½ cup chopped nuts

DIRECTIONS:
 1.  Heat oven to 325 F. 

 2.  Mix together shortening, brown sugar, white 
sugar and egg. 

 3.  Add flour, baking soda, salt, buttermilk, 
vanilla and rhubarb. 

 4.  Top with sugar, cinnamon and nuts.

 5.  Bake in a 9x13-inch pan for 50 minutes. 
Good served with Cool Whip or vanilla ice 
cream.

This recipe was from late CIRI shareholder 
Edna Steik’s personal collection. It originally 
appeared in the 2003 edition of the Ninilchik 
Community Cookbook.

The Raven’s Circle would like to feature our 
readers’ favorite recipes! For instructions on how  
to submit, please visit www.ciri.com/recipe. 

   SPC member Ryan Tesdal, left, and SPC youth representatives Alden Butzke and Madeline Mulcahey share information about CIRI 
descendant and youth opportunities. Photo by Jason Moore. 

   The 2017 Annual Meeting was held at Southcentral Foundation’s 
Nuka Learning and Wellness Center. Photo by Jason Moore. 

ANNUAL MEETING RECAP
Thank you to the nearly 300 shareholders and 
their family members who turned out for the 
2017 Annual Meeting of CIRI Shareholders! 

The event was held Saturday, June 3 at 
Southcentral Foundation’s Nuka Learning 
and Wellness Center in Anchorage. The 
2018 Annual Meeting will be in Kenai. To 
best accommodate its geographically diverse 
shareholder population, CIRI rotates its Annual 
Meeting between Anchorage, Kenai and the 
Pacific Northwest – the regions with the highest 
concentrations of CIRI shareholders. While some 
shareholders have expressed their preference 
for holding all Annual Meetings in one location, 
a 2014 CIRI Shareholder Survey showed that 
71 percent of respondents wanted CIRI to keep 
rotating the location of its Annual Meeting.

This year's event featured a report from CIRI 
President and CEO Sophie Minich and the election 
of five shareholders to serve on CIRI’s 15-person 
Board of Directors. Door prizes and a delicious 
catered breakfast and lunch were also on offer. 

The CIRI family of nonprofit organizations 
provides a suite of important services to CIRI 
shareholders and other Alaska Native people in 
the Cook Inlet region. After lunch, attendees had 
the opportunity to learn about the services of four 
of these Anchorage-based nonprofits: The CIRI 
Foundation, Cook Inlet Tribal Council, Cook Inlet 
Housing Authority and Southcentral Foundation.

Again this year, CIRI offered to donate $1 to the 
Brother Francis Shelter for every shareholder with a 
valid, active proxy (for any proxyholder or candidate) 
on file by the proxy deadline. Brother Francis 
Shelter provides temporary, emergency shelter to 
Anchorage’s homeless population, serving 3,668 
homeless men and women and providing 96,498 
nights of stay in 2016. CIRI’s planned donation 
to Brother Francis is estimated to be $7,500.

CIRI shareholders will once again have an opportunity 
to gather in the fall, when CIRI and The CIRI 
Foundation host their annual Friendship Potlatches. 
Details will be made available on ciri.com and in 
future editions of the Raven’s Circle newsletter.  

    Attendees were treated to a catered breakfast and lunch. 
Photo by Jason Moore. 

  Nearly 300 attendees turned out for the 2017 Annual Meeting of CIRI Shareholders. Photo by CIRI shareholder Donna James.
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Hospice and Palliative Medicine, its goal is to 
improve a patient's quality of life by managing pain 
and other distressing symptoms of a serious illness. 
Care is usually provided by an interdisciplinary 
team of experts, including palliative care doctors, 
nurses and social workers. The team addresses 
the physical, psychological, spiritual and practical 
burdens of illness, while providing support to 
and working in partnership with the doctor.

“Palliative care is often confused with hospice or 
end-of-life care,” Rona said. “About 75 percent of 
our patients are in their last year of life, but the rest 
are experiencing a decreased quality of life due to 
symptoms related to illness or treatment. Palliative 
caregivers are the supporters of suffering, whether 
it’s pain or other problems – mind, body and spirit.”

In 2005, via competitive selection, Rona 
participated in an evidence-based practice 
internship that was a collaboration between 
ANMC and the University of Iowa. “The internship 
allowed us (palliative caregivers) to work with 
experts who helped us focus on the ways we 
impact not only patients, but the medical staff 
as well,” she said. “They’re so intertwined; if the 
staff can’t navigate their own feelings, they can’t 
support people who are grieving or dying.”

Rona’s passion for and commitment to palliative 
care has been instrumental in growing ANMC’s 
program. “I was the lone caregiver in our hospital 
for a really long time,” she said. “We finally got a 
physician in 2015, and since then, our program 
has really grown. We now employ a social worker, 
a physician assistant, another nurse, a program 
manager and we just hired a second physician. 

I’m getting ready to transition to a nurse practitioner 
position, so we need a nurse to take my place and 
we’re looking to hire an additional social worker.”

Rona will receive her master’s degree in nursing 
from Omaha, Neb.-based Clarkson College later 
this summer. She is the past president of the local 
chapter of Oncology Nursing Society, a member 
of the ANMC Ethics Committee, and a founding 
member of ANMC’s Palliative Care Workgroup. For 
her work in end-of-life care and grief support, she 
has twice received Hospice of Anchorage’s “Hero of 
Healthcare” award. She received March of Dimes’ 
Nurse of the Year “Rising Star” award in 2004 and 
its “Innovation” award in 2015. A presenter at state, 
national and international conferences, Rona has 
spoken on a variety of topics including advance-care 
planning, end-of-life communication, and recruitment 
and retention of Alaska Native people in nursing.

Together, Rona and her husband, John Ennenga, 
own Laughing Chums Studio, which specializes 
in original mosaics made from glass and wood. 
“Art is really healing for me,” she said. “It’s really 
an awesome way to release and honor the people 
who’ve passed on and are on my mind.” ANMC’s 
Oncology Department features a mosaic wall of 
salmon created by the husband-and-wife team.

“I love my job,” Rona said. “I’m so fortunate to be 
able to care for my people. I’m passionate about 
preserving patients’ quality of life, respecting 
the autonomy of each person as his or her own 
decision-maker, and offering gentle guidance 
and support. I work with an amazing team; I 
couldn’t be luckier. This job absolutely gives me 
so much energy and so much perspective.”  

SHAREHOLDER SPOTLIGHT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 01

   ANMC’s Oncology Department features a mosaic wall of salmon created by Rona and her husband, John Ennenga.  
Photo courtesy of Rona Johnson.

2017 BOARD ELECTION RESULTS 

Chair – Thomas P. Huhndorf

Vice Chair – Douglas W. Fifer

Secretary – Jeffrey A. Gonnason

Treasurer – Michael R. Boling

Assistant Secretary – Louis “Lou” Nagy Jr.

Assistant Treasurer – Robert E. Harris

Chair Emeritus – Roy M. Huhndorf

There were no resolutions presented for consideration. 

GRADUATION ANNOUNCEMENT
Mary Lou Lokanin is pleased to announce the 
graduation of her son, CIRI shareholder David L. 
Frost, from Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colo. 
Mr. Frost graduated with a degree in business 
administration. He plans to join the U.S. Air Force or 
Air National Guard and become a fighter pilot.  

intouch

SHAREHOLDER-
OWNED BUSINESS 
Agul Management Services
www.agulak.com
gransbert@gmail.com
(907) 519-9933
3441 West 69th Avenue
Anchorage, Alaska 99502
Robert D. Gransbury II, owner 

Provides CIRI shareholders, descendants and 
employees a 15 percent discount on hourly 
or bid rates.

Agul Management Services is owned by CIRI 
shareholder Robert D. Gransbury II. The company 
specializes in office products distribution, 
procurement services, project management 
services, owner’s representation, architect and 
engineering design coordination, real estate 
planning, property management consulting, 
civil engineering planning, renewable energy 
consulting, housing development, transportation 
planning and telecommunications consulting.

To list your shareholder- or descendant-
owned business on CIRI’s website, submit 
an online Shareholder-Descendant Business 
Registration form via the CIRI website. 

DEAN'S LIST
CIRI and Tyonek Native Corp. (TNC) shareholder 
Jeff Hurlburt and his wife, Taneone, are pleased 
to announce that their daughter, Taylor Hurlburt, 
made the Dean’s List for the spring semester. 
Taylor is a first-year student studying special 
education at Rhode Island College. She is a 
recipient of scholarship funds from both The CIRI 
Foundation and The Tebughna Foundation. Taylor’s 
grandparents are CIRI and TNC shareholder Julie 
and Bert Johnnie of Anchorage.  

Preliminary results (i.e., subject to final certification by the Inspector of Election) indicate that CIRI
shareholders elected five individuals to the CIRI Board of Directors at the company’s 2017 Annual 
Meeting, held June 3 in Anchorage. 

These individuals include four incumbent directors and one new director: Robert E. Harris, 
Roy M. Huhndorf, Katrina M. Jacuk and Patrick M. Marrs were re-elected and Samuel G. Spangler 
was elected to serve a three-year term. The Board met after the Annual Meeting and elected the following  
Board officers:
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through June and four nets in July. The Tribe’s 
quota is 10,000 fish for the season, he added.
Tribal Council Chairperson Jennifer Showalter 
Yeoman welcomed attendees and thanked past 
and present tribal leaders for advocating for the 
tribal fishery, which the Tribe began operating in the 
late 1980s. “This is a dream of all of our Elders to 
be able to fish together,” Showalter Yeoman said. 
Highlights early in the day also included a prayer 
from Elder Linda Ross, as well as a performance by 
tribal members Joel Isaak and Jasmine Koster, who 
sang a duet of a song called, “Dena’ina Qenaga.”

After lunch was served, families spent time around 
the fire, children played in the sand and the fishery 
crew prepped the net. The evening included 
drumming by Heartbeat of Mother Earth and a 
performance by the Jabila’ina Dance Group, which 
is made up of Yaghanen Youth Program participants. 

From Elders to youth, those who attended enjoyed 
the day for different reasons. Fourth-grader 
Robert Hayes, 10, said he appreciated spending 
time with his friends and family and meeting 
new people. Hayes wasn’t sure how many net 
openers he had attended in the past, but he looked 
forward to fishing with his family this summer. To 
Hayes, the net is important not for what it gives 
him but for what it provides for others. “Elders 
can have fun and get some food,” he said.

Hayes’s friend William Wilson, 11, also spends 
time at the net with his family each summer. 
What Wilson looks forward to most, he said, is 
the anticipation of catching fish – staying up late, 
waking up early, waiting for the tide and pulling the 
net out of the water. But for Wilson, the highlight of 
opening day was dancing with the Jabila’ina Dance 
Group. “It’s fun and we laughed a lot,” he said. 

Meanwhile, for others, it was their first time 
attending the celebration. Early Childhood Center 
employee Josie Oliva, attending for the first 
time, said it wasn’t until last summer when she 
worked at the K’Beq’ Interpretive Site in Cooper 
Landing, Alaska, that she learned the tribal fishery 
existed. She enjoyed many different aspects 
of the celebration. “The food, seeing people I 
know, seeing the kids have fun and watching 
everybody dance,” Oliva said of the highlights.

Another first-time attendee was Catherine Wolk, 
an anthropology student at Kenai Peninsula 
College. Wolk, who was born in Soldotna and 
raised in Kasilof, grew up set-net fishing with 
her family and carried those experiences into 
adulthood. For Wolk, being at the tribal fishery 
brought back fond memories of childhood. “It 
was really important, it was a lot of fun and we 
got a lot of fish,” she said. “It was a time for 
everyone to meet up at least once a year.” 

KIT CELEBRATES OPENING OF 2017 EDUCATIONAL FISHERY

The Kenaitze Indian Tribe officially opened the 
2017 Educational Fishery on May 1, welcoming 
scores of tribal members to the fishery site in 
Kenai for a day-long celebration that included 
food, music, dancing and time around the fire.

It’s the 28th year the Tribe has operated the 
fishery along the shores of Cook Inlet, Tikahtnu, 
near the mouth of the Kenai River. No salmon 
came to the net, but that didn’t dampen 
the mood on the season’s opening day.

“This tribal fishery has given 
us much more than fish,” Tribal 
Council secretary Liisia Blizzard 
said. “We have reconnected with 
our culture, our identity, and 
we have pride in our heritage. 
We are teaching our children 
our language, songs, dance and 
values of our ancestors.”

Under late-morning, overcast skies, the event 
began with remarks from tribal leadership. Jim 
Segura, chair of the Hunting, Fishing and Gathering 
Commission, provided an overview of new fishery 
policies and procedures while introducing the staff 
members who will manage the site this summer. 
Segura said the Tribe is authorized to fish one net 

Article courtesy of Kenaitze Indian Tribe

   The Jabila'ina Dancers perform during the opening ceremony for Kenaitze Indian Tribe' s educational fishery on May 1.  
Photos courtesy of M. Scott Moon/Kenaitze Indian Tribe.

   A banquet full of food options was available during the potluck.

   The fire was a popular stop during the opening of the net ceremony on May 1. The day featured a brisk breeze and intermittent rain.    Stefani Schindler, Jonny Wilson, Ashley Kniceley, Danielle Self 
and Joshua Grosvold pull Kenaitze’s educational fishery net from 
the water during a senior fish camp in this file photo.
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NEW TENANT MOVES 
INTO FIREWEED 
BUSINESS CENTER
Please join CIRI in welcoming new tenant  
Umialik Insurance Company to the Fireweed 
Business Center! 

The personal and commercial insurance 
company now occupies the entire fifth floor of 
the building. Coupled with engineering firm 
Stantec’s expansion late last year, the Fireweed 
Business Center is currently 70 percent 
occupied and continues to attract strong interest 
from potential tenants drawn to its quality, energy 
efficiency and spatial comfort.
 
The Center also boasts over 2,000 square 
feet of customizable meeting space, which 
may be rented for a variety of uses. For more 
information, visit www.fireweedcenter.com. 

   Umialik, a personal and commercial insurance company, moved into the Fireweed Business Center in May and now occupies the entire 
fifth floor of the building. Photos by Jason Moore. 

inmemory
John Andrew Fratis, 25
John Andrew Fratis passed away March 30 
at home in Ogallala, Neb. Mr. Fratis was born Dec. 9, 1991. 
He is survived by his father, Leonty Guy Fratis I; grandmother, 
Susie Ondola; brothers, Christopher Ondola, Darrell Miller and 
Leonty Fratis II; aunts, Marianne and Marlene Ondola; and 
uncles, Walter Ondola and David Fratis. 

Grace Marie Hill, 63
Grace Marie Hill passed away Feb. 3 
at Mat-Su Regional Medical Center 
in Palmer, Alaska. Ms. Hill was born 
Sept. 4, 1953, in Nome, Alaska. She is 
survived by her husband, Donald Joseph 
Hill Sr.; son, Travis E. Hill (Michelle); 
grandsons, Robert, Michael, Nathaniel 
and Caden; mother, Edna Senungetuk; 
mother-in-law, Dorothy Hill; brother, 
Curtis Nayokpuk (Sheryl); and sisters, Barbara Beebe (Rocky), 
Gloria Walluk (Russell), Sarah Jack, Joann Fugatt, Helenmarie 
Bessi Sinnok (Warren) and Sharlene Beck (Gary).

Samuel Leonard Komakhuk, 57
Samuel Leonard Komakhuk passed away April 10 at Alaska 
Regional Hospital in Anchorage. Mr. Komakhuk was born June 
16, 1959, in Nome, Alaska. He is survived by his sister, Starlett 
Komakhuk; brothers, Roy and Douglas Komakhuk; nieces, Danielle 
Del Real and Kristel and Tanya Komakhuk; great-nephews, Diego, 
Antonio and Daniel Del Real and Alex Stiles; uncles, Kenny, 
Sammy, Eddie and Jonathon Komakhuk; and aunts, Molly Judd, 
Clara Beckman, Carol Elvas and Myrtle Sabatis. 

Kenneth L. Pitts, 57
Kenneth L. Pitts passed away May 1 at home in Chugiak, 
Alaska. Mr. Pitts was born Feb. 3, 1960, in Anchorage. He is 
survived by his father, Lee Pitts; stepmother, Alice Pitts; sisters, 
Fran Anderson, Jane McCafferty, Sharon Pitts Andrews and 
Madeline Walter; brother, Rodger Pitts; nieces and nephews, 
Patrick Paul, Andrea Anderson, Sonya Anderson, Gary Kaloke, 
Jen Ben, Ellis Kaloke, Heather Pitts, Mathew Pitts, Shannon 
Madruga, Emma Gunn, Jeff Andrews, Strother Pitzke, Forrest 
Pitzke and Paula Childers; 15 great-nieces and -nephews; and 
partner Pamela Anderson.

Leo Clate Pletnikoff, 49 
Leo Clate Pletnikoff passed away March 20 at the Alaska Native 
Medical Center in Anchorage. Mr. Pletnikoff was born Sept. 
11, 1967, in Anchorage. He is survived by his brother, Leonard 
Pletnikoff; son, Randy Pletnikoff; and grandsons, Roman and 
Joel Pletnikoff.

Louise Marie Proctor, 60
Louise Marie Proctor passed away May 5 at home in 
Anchorage. Ms. Proctor was born Feb. 19, 1957, in Newport 
Beach, Calif. She is survived by her daughter, Jessica Irene 
Proctor; granddaughters, Kya, Natalee and Victoria; sister, 

Karen Enstice; brother-in-law, Eugene; and nieces and 
nephews. 

Christopher Louis Smith, 26
CIRI descendant Christopher Louis Smith passed away  
April 4 at home in Indian Trail, N.C. Mr. Smith was born  
June 7, 1990, in Greenville, S.C. He is survived by his father, 
Richard L. Smith; mother, CIRI shareholder Theresa Dodson 
Smith; sister, Stephanie Renee Smith; grandfather, Calvin 
Smith; grandmothers, Judy Smith and Dorothy Dodson; uncles, 
Robert Smith, Geddes Lindsay and Stephen Dodson; aunts, 
Bobbie Green, Dawn Kyle and Debbie Chenowith; and lots of 
cousins. 

Robert Michael Spellens, 41
CIRI descendant Robert Michael Spellens passed away 
April 20 at home in Anchorage. Mr. Spellens was born  
Dec. 20, 1975, in Concord, N.H. 
He worked for many years as 
a cook at the Lucky Wishbone 
restaurant in Anchorage; in his 
free time, he enjoyed visiting 
with his mother and sisters in 
Nanwalek, Alaska, and fishing. 
Mr. Spellens is remembered 
by his family as a man with a 
contagious smile who would 
light up a room with his 
laughter and kindness to all. He is survived by his mother, CIRI 
shareholder Eugenia Moonin; stepfather, Charles Moonin; and 
sisters, Kilann Tanape and Samantha and Amanda Moonin. 

Velma Emily Leonard (Svendgard), 89
Velma Emily Leonard (Svendgard) passed away Dec. 24, 2016, 
in Clackamas, Ore. Ms. Leonard (Svendgard) was born  
Oct. 12, 1927, in Takotna, Alaska. She is survived by her 
daughters, Ramona and Lori Svendgard. 

Steven (Stephen) George Tepp, 67
Steven (Stephen) George Tepp passed away Feb. 2 at John 
Peter Smith Hospital in Fort Worth, Texas. Mr. Tepp was born 
Dec. 6, 1949, in Kenai, Alaska. He is survived by his children, 
Tammy and Steven Tepp Jr.; brother, Robert Tepp; and sisters, 
Donna and Denise Tepp. 

Condolences
Carl Curtis Edelman, 87
Joan Elsie Evan, 52
Mary Elizabeth Lake-Kleinkauf, 78
Karen Lou Moto, 54
Martina R. Phillips, 75
David Lee Segura Sr., 70
Mae Annette Sharp, 85
Michael Edward Thomas, 49

2017 ANNUAL MEETING 
PRIZE WINNERS 
The 2017 Annual Meeting of CIRI Shareholders 
included cash prize drawings for shareholders 
who submitted a valid proxy for any proxyholder or 
candidate by the proxy deadline (2 p.m. on May 25), 
or who registered to vote in person at the Annual 
Meeting. The winners, whose names are listed below, 
were randomly chosen in drawings conducted by 
Sramek Hightower, the independent accounting 
firm retained to assist with vote tabulation.

June 30, 2017 Second quarter dividend 
distribution

July 4, 2017 Independence Day: 
CIRI offices closed 

August 9, 2017 Application Deadline: SPC Youth 
Representatives; Submission 
Deadline: Youth Art Contest

IMPORTANT CIRI DATES

N A M E A M O U N T

Tammy L. Ashley $6,000

Stephanie S. Thompson $2,000

Larina A. Newhall $750

Howard O. Chickalusion $750

Raymond J. Ozenna $750

Bruce A. Johnson $750

Andrew A. Topkok $750

Eugene J. Wilson $500

Guy J. Hughes $500

Darlene M. Swenson $500

Stephanie S. Buffas $500

Duane C. Maney $100

Kimberly D. Rodgers $100

Roy L. Hansen Jr. $100

Myrna O. Traeger $100

Florence Kudralook $100

Edward C. Greenhalgh $100

Pamela J. Marsden-Maier $100

Dominik K. Dalton $100

Michael K. Scott $100

Ruth E. Hofstad $100

06



MISSINGSHAREHOLDERS
The following CIRI shareholders do not have a current 
mailing address on record. When CIRI mail is returned 
as undeliverable, the distributions are held and the 
shareholder does not qualify to participate in any prize 
drawings until the address is updated. Shareholders with 
Qenek portal accounts may update their addresses online. 
Alternatively, shareholders may visit CIRI’s website or call 
Shareholder Relations at (907) 263-5191 or (800) 764-2474 
for address change forms and information.

(As of 06/23/2017) 

Byron Keith Abell
Matthew Jacob Anahonak
Egan Hugh Askay
Dorothea Marika Barron
Thomas Michael Bellinger
Nathan Lee Bordewick
Richard Kenneth Bright
Steven Patrick Bright
Raul Jose Caballero
Diana Marie Call
Karen Jean Christiansen
Michael James Cooper
Jeffrey Lionel Crombie
Kamakana Charles-
Nukapigak Danner
Juan Eugene Delacruz Jr.
Christy Lynn Downs
Patricia Pauline England
Elizabeth MSH Evon
Matthew Lee Fox
Randy Lee Fugatt
Cheryl Denise Goozmer
Patricia Ann Gorman
Jade Araine Grunert
Sandra Lee Handsaker
Robin Anne Harper-
Caudill
Lucy F. Harris
Annie Marie Heinrich
Jon David Homer
Michael Lee Howard
Claire Rachell Hursey
Robert Dale Johnson
Branden J. Jordon
Rita E. Kakaruk
David Michael 
Karabelnikoff
Julie Marie Kenick
Crystal Rene Kirkpatrick
Michael Joseph Kolerok
Michael Gene Larsen
William Dean Luttrell Jr.
Kenneth Lloyd McCord
Chase William-Mejia 

McMichael
Jack Joseph Milligan
Shaun Michael Moore
Timothy Edwin Mund
Forrest James Nayukok
Carol Ann Nelsen
Glenda Lee Nicholi
Hoyt Leonard Ogle
Kellen St-Clair Okpealuk
Bryan Lee Outwater
Samuel Peter
Kaelob Matthew Phillips
Barbara N. Redington
Kenneth Warren Rice III
Melanie Brook Ritter
Susan Diane Sannes
William Jack Schneider Jr.
Luther Michael Shavings
Maryah Dorothy Showalter
Steven Shuravloff
Don Foster Simmonds
Foster P. Simmonds Sr.
Ronald Ekosik Simmonds 
Jr.
Andrew David Smith
James Earl Smith
Jennifer Renae Sonnen
Susan Kay Stanford
Veronica Ann Takeuchi
Gloria Tippins
Martin Sean Tucker
Ignatius A. Tyson
Jerome David Walker
Terrilyn Irene Wamser
Anthony Wayne Waterbury
David Edward Watson
Ralph Lee Watson
David Clifford Weston
Kathryn Marie Weston
Jordan Brando Wik
Kristina Marie Yankovic

2017 EARLY BIRD PRIZE DRAWINGS 
To ensure a quorum is achieved for the Annual Meeting, the Early Bird Prize Drawings seek to reward 
shareholders who submit a valid proxy for any proxyholder or candidate by certain dates (April 28, 
May 5, May 12 and May 19) in advance of the Annual Meeting. This year’s Early Bird winners include:

D AT E  O F  P R I Z E S H A R E H O L D E R A M O U N T L O C AT I O N

April 28, 2017 Shawna G. Steele $1,000 Flower Mound, Texas

April 28, 2017 Daniel J. Gleason $1,000 Eagle River, Alaska

May 5, 2017 Beryl Hancock $1,000 White River, S.D.

May 5, 2017 Gloria Renee-Kookneelick Maywood $1,000 North Huntingdon, Penn. 

May 5, 2017 Beatrice A. Dossat $1,000 Wasilla, Alaska 

May 5, 2017 Jeralene M. Anderson $1,000 Anchorage, Alaska 

May 12, 2017 Wendy M. Wheeler $2,000 Woodinville, Wash.

May 12, 2017 Sharon K. Parks $2,000 Wasilla, Alaska 

May 19, 2017 William G. Nicholi $5,000 Anvik, Alaska 

Submissions due by 5 p.m. on Aug. 9
Each year, CIRI engages young shareholders and 
descendants with a variety of youth programs, 
including the opportunity to serve as a youth 
representative on the Shareholder Participation 
Committee (SPC) and CIRI’s Youth Art Contest.

SPC Youth Representatives
Teens have an opportunity to apply for one 
of three youth representative positions on the 
Shareholder Participation Committee (SPC). 
SPC youth representatives provide input to 
the SPC as it works with the corporation on 
issues or activities identified by the SPCs, 
the shareholders or the corporation.

To be eligible to serve, youth must be a 
CIRI shareholder or a confirmed, registered 
CIRI descendant 13 to 17 years of age. 
Interested youth must submit:

1. An application;
2. Letter of introduction;
3. Reference letter; and
4.  A short essay explaining why s/he wants to serve 

as a youth representative and what s/he knows 
about her/his Alaska Native heritage and CIRI.

Submissions must be received by CIRI by 5 p.m. 
Alaska Daylight Time on Wednesday, Aug. 9, to be 
considered. The application can be downloaded 
and printed at www.ciri.com and is also available 
from Shareholder Relations. Information on how to 
register as a CIRI descendant is also available on 
the CIRI website and from Shareholder Relations.

Complete packets received by the Aug. 9 deadline 
will be reviewed by a selection committee 
and those chosen will be contacted. Youth 
representatives participate in a two-day October 
SPC meeting, which is when new SPC m 
embers—brought on after the Annual Meeting of 
Shareholders—receive general information about 
CIRI and its affiliated nonprofit organizations, 
as well as a one-day meeting in June.

CIRI believes it will be useful for the youth 
representatives to hear this information and to 
have an opportunity to meet CIRI Board members 
and executive staff. In turn, CIRI leadership 
hopes to learn more about the issues important 
to the next generation of shareholders.

Youth Art Contest Submissions
Interested CIRI shareholders or descendants 
aged 5 to 12 may submit original artwork 
interpreting the theme “The WILDlife in Alaska” 
and a completed entry form to be entered in 
the 2017 Youth Art Contest. Winning entries 
will be displayed at the CIRI and The CIRI 
Foundation Friendship Potlatches this fall.

Entry forms can be downloaded and printed 
at www.ciri.com and are also available 
from Shareholder Relations. Completed 
forms and submissions must be received 
by CIRI on or before 5 p.m. Alaska 
Daylight Time on Wednesday, Aug. 9.

For information on additional youth 
opportunities, visit www.ciri.com/youth.

CIRI Youth OPPORTUNITIES

 Samuel Gray Zirkle-Crowe received first place in the ages 5 to 8 category in the 2016 youth art contest.
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SHAREHOLDERestates
ALSO MISSING
When CIRI shareholders pass away, gathering the information 
necessary to settle the stock estate is often a difficult task and 
may delay settlement. CIRI is looking to contact the individuals 
listed below in connection with the following estates:

• Estate of Wayne Allen Belardi – Perlita Keener
•  Estate of Thomas William Highsmith – 

Tonya Lorraine Highsmith
•  Estate of Lily Mae Marshall – Kamette R. Myers and 

Christian James Marshall
•  Estate of Richard Lloyd Sargent (aka Lloyd Richard Sargent) 

– Derek Bernard Sargent and John Michael Sargent Clark
• Estate of Leonard Turgeon – Ashley Moore
• Estate of Lawrence M. Wade – Alex H. Wade

If your name appears above or you know the whereabouts of 
any of the individuals listed above, please contact CIRI 
Probate at (907) 263-5191 or toll free at 1-800-764-2474, 
and select option 4.

Shareholder Participation Committees
www.ciri.com/spc

Submit ideas, stories & recipes to info@ciri.com

P.O. Box 93330
Anchorage, Alaska 99509-3330

CIRI CONTACT INFORMATION

CIRI Headquarters
725 E. Fireweed Lane, Suite 800
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Tel. (907) 274-8638
www.ciri.com

Shareholder Relations
Tel. (907) 263-5191 or (800) 764-2474
Fax (907) 263-5186
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CIRI 
BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

SHAREHOLDERestates

Thomas P. Huhndorf, Yup’ik
Chair

Roy M. Huhndorf, Yup’ik
Chair Emeritus

Douglas W. Fifer, Tlingit
Vice Chair

Jeffrey A. Gonnason, Haida
Secretary

Michael R. Boling, Athabascan
Treasurer

Louis “Lou” Nagy Jr., Yup’ik
Assistant Secretary

Penny L. Carty, Aleut
Assistant Treasurer

Hallie L. Bissett, Athabascan

Margaret L. Brown, Yup’ik

Rolf A. Dagg, Yup’ik

Erik I. Frostad, Athabascan

Robert E. Harris, Iñupiaq

Katrina M. (Dolchok) Jacuk, Aleut

Ted S. Kroto Sr., Athabascan

Patrick Marrs, Aleut

Also Missing

When CIRI shareholders pass away, gathering the information necessary to settle the 
stock estate is often a difficult task and may delay settlement. CIRI is looking to contact the 
individuals listed below in connection with the following estates:

• Estate of Wayne Allen Belardi – Perlita Keener 

• Estate of Thomas William Highsmith – Tonya Lorraine Highsmith

• Estate of Lily Mae Marshall – Kamette R. Myers and Christian James Marshall

•  Estate of Richard Lloyd Sargent (aka Lloyd Richard Sargent) – 
          Derek Bernard Sargent and John Michael Sargent Clark

•  Estate of Leonard Turgeon – Ashley Moore

• Estate of Lawrence M. Wade – Alex H. Wade

If your name appears above or you know the whereabouts of any of the individuals 
listed above, please contact CIRI Probate at (907) 263-5191 or toll free at 
1-800-764-2474, and select option 4.

Shareholder Participation Committees
www.ciri.com/spc

Submit stories, recipes & ideas to info@ciri.com

P.O. Box 93330
Anchorage, Alaska 99509-3330

CIRI CONTACT INFORMATION

CIRI Headquarters
725 E. Fireweed Lane, Suite 800
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Tel. (907) 274-8638
www.ciri.com

Shareholder Relations
Tel. (907) 263-5191 or (800) 764-2474
Fax (907) 263-5186
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SHAREHOLDER DISTRIBUTIONS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 05

Please be aware that if you fail to notify CIRI of a 
new address before a specified deadline and your 
check is sent to your old address, CIRI cannot 
reissue that check to you unless it is either returned 
to us, or a minimum of 90 days has elapsed. A list 
of shareholders who do not have a current mailing 
address on record is continually updated and may 
be found on the CIRI website. 

Tax Reminder
Although CIRI does not withhold taxes from 
distributions, shareholders who anticipate owing 
tax on their distributions have the option of making 
quarterly estimated tax payments directly to the 
Internal Revenue Service themselves. To find 
out more about applicable federal and state tax 
requirements or making quarterly estimated tax 
payments, please consult with a tax advisor or 
contact the IRS directly.  

2017 SHAREHOLDER, 
ELDER AND YOUTH 
AWARD NOMINATIONS

Nomination deadline: Monday, June 5

CIRI is accepting nominations for the 2017 
awards to be presented at the CIRI and The 
CIRI Foundation Friendship Potlatches this fall. 

Since 1989, CIRI has annually bestowed 
the Shareholder of the Year Award on a 
shareholder who has demonstrated exemplary 
dedication to Alaska Native culture, heritage 
and communities. CIRI introduced the Elder 
Shareholder of the Year Award in 2011 
to recognize Elder shareholders who have 
demonstrated exemplary dedication to these 
same areas through a lifetime of contributions 
that have benefited Native peoples. 

A third category of recognition is for CIRI 
youth who are already making strides toward 
becoming tomorrow’s Alaska Native leaders. 
Introduced in 2013, the Youth Recognition 
Award recognizes CIRI shareholders and 
descendants who are 12 to 17 years of age for 
superior academic achievement, demonstrated 
leadership qualities, dedication to Alaska Native 
culture and heritage, outstanding contributions 
to community and family, and exceptional 
determination and stamina in overcoming 
significant life challenges. 

Help us celebrate individuals for any or all three 
category awards by visiting the CIRI website and 
submitting an online nomination form by 5 p.m. 
Alaska Daylight Time, Monday, June 5.  

   2016 Youth Recognition Award recipient 
Parker Pickett with CIRI President and CEO 
Sophie Minich.

   Photo by CIRI shareholder Richard Segura. 

CIRI 
BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Thomas P. Huhndorf, Yup’ik
Chair

Roy M. Huhndorf, Yup’ik
Chair Emeritus

Douglas W. Fifer, Tlingit
Vice Chair

Jeffrey A. Gonnason, Haida
Secretary

Michael R. Boling, Athabascan
Treasurer

Louis “Lou” Nagy Jr., Yup’ik
Assistant Secretary

Penny L. Carty, Aleut
Assistant Treasurer

Hallie L. Bissett, Athabascan

Margaret L. Brown, Yup’ik

Rolf A. Dagg, Yup’ik
Erik I. Frostad, Athabascan

Robert E. Harris, Iñupiaq

Katrina M. (Dolchok) Jacuk, Aleut

Ted S. Kroto Sr., Athabascan

Patrick Marrs, Aleut

SHAREHOLDERestates
Also Missing

When CIRI shareholders pass away, gathering the information necessary to settle the 
stock estate is often a difficult task and may delay settlement. CIRI is looking to contact the 
individuals listed below in connection with the following estates:

• Estate of Thomas William Highsmith – Tonya Lorraine Highsmith

• Estate of Lily Mae Marshall – Kamette R. Myers and Christian James Marshall

•  Estate of Richard Lloyd Sargent (aka Lloyd Richard Sargent) – 
          Derek Bernard Sargent and John Michael Sargent Clark

•  Estate of Leonard Turgeon – Ashley Moore

• Estate of Lawrence M. Wade – Alex H. Wade

If your name appears above or you know the whereabouts of any of the individuals 
listed above, please contact CIRI Probate at (907) 263-5191 or toll free at 
1-800-764-2474, and select option 4.

MISSINGSHAREHOLDERS
The following CIRI shareholders do not have a current mailing address on record. 
When CIRI mail is returned as undeliverable, the distributions are held and 
the shareholder does not qualify to participate in any prize drawings until 
the address is updated. Shareholders can fill out the change of address form 
at CIRI’s offices, download it from the CIRI website or send a signed and dated 
letter that includes the new address, telephone number, birth date and the last 
four digits of their social security number.  (As of 11/15/2016)

Byron Keith Abell
Edgar Ailak
Matthew Jacob Anahonak
Roseanna Alexandria Baehm
Michael Vincent Baktuit
Michael Wallace Batt
Blake Arnold Beatty
David Anthony Berry
Joel Keith Blatchford
Elmer Roy Bradley
Richard Kenneth Bright
Steven Patrick Bright

Robert Garland Brown
John Lyle Burdette Sr.
Diana Marie Call
Lawrie W. Campbell Jr.
Gordon Walter-Wesley Cheemuk
John Scott Cleghorn
Frank Ross Cooper
Tracy Lynn Craig
Christy Lynn Downs
Karl Frederic Dunder
Ernest Edward Fortenberry
Matthew Lee Fox

D’Brianne Panigeo Friemering
William Joseph Fuller
Amber Ellen Gardner
Susan Helene Gonzalez
Robert Dean Gransbury II
Jade Ariane Grunert
Annie Marie Heinrich
Thomas Gerald Hilty
Laura Lynn Huffman
Pauline Jeffrey
Brian Wayne Jones
David Michael Karabelnikoff
Julie Marie Kenick
Stephanie Dyana Koezuna
Autumn Nicole Krier
Jennifer Mary Lane
Lorna Kay Larsen
Cammy Sue Lockridge
Brian Kurt Long
Brittany Kristine Lovelace

William Dean Luttrell Jr.
Anthony James Malburg
Lydia Josephine Maloy
Michael James Mason
Jack Joseph Milligan
Shaun Michael Moore
Cynthia Lynnett Muller
Harvey Lee Muller
Forrest James Nayukok
Mykal Anthony Norbert
Lauren Nicole O’Keefe
Bryan Lee Outwater
Ida Gail Paniptchuk
Judith Anne Richards
Ronald Richard Riley
Melanie Brook Ritter
Alicia Ann Roy
William Jack Schneider Jr.
Amanda Agetha Sebwenna
Shane Allen Shumaker

James Earl Smith
Jane Louise Standifer-Trenton
Kenneth Curtis Stehman
David James Stroman
Veronica Ann Takeuchi
Charmaine Lavonne Triplett
Martin Sean Tucker
Cyril M. Tyson
Terilyn Irene Wamser
Anthony Wayne Waterbury
Brian Thomas Watson
Ralph Lee Watson
Sarah Melissa Whalen
Jordan Brando Wik
Sarah Joy Wild
Philip Hunter Wilson Jr.

to shareholderrecords@ciri.com or faxed to 
907-263- 5186. If faxed, please call Shareholder 
Relations as soon as possible to confirm receipt. 
Forms and information on changing your address 
or submitting a mail-forwarding request with the 
U.S. Postal Service are available at www.usps.
com or at your local post office. 

Please be aware that if you fail to notify CIRI of 
your new address before the deadline, and your 
check is sent to your old address, CIRI cannot 
reissue that check to you unless it is either 
returned to Shareholder Relations or a minimum 
of 90 days has elapsed. 

Tax Reminder 
As a reminder, CIRI does not withhold taxes 
from distributions; however, shareholders 
who anticipate owing tax on their distributions 
have the option of making quarterly estimated 
tax payments directly to the IRS. To find out 
more about applicable federal and state tax 
requirements or making quarterly estimated tax 
payments, please consult with a tax advisor or 
contact the IRS directly.  

SHAREHOLDER DISTRIBUTIONS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 05

APPLY NOW: TAKE THE NEXT 
GENERATION TO WORK DAY

DEADLINE TO APPLY: FRIDAY, JAN. 6, 2017 

Shareholders and confirmed descendants ages 
10 through high school are invited to apply for 
CIRI’s Take the Next Generation to Work Day, 
which is scheduled for Monday, Jan. 16.  

Selected participants will spend a day at the 
Fireweed Business Center, where they will learn 
about CIRI’s businesses and explore future career 
paths. For applications and additional information, 
visit www.ciri.com/nextgenday.

Shareholder Participation Committees
www.ciri.com/spc

Submit your stories & ideas to info@ciri.com

P.O. Box 93330
Anchorage, Alaska 99509-3330

CIRI CONTACT INFORMATION

CIRI Headquarters
725 E. Fireweed Lane, Suite 800
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Tel. (907) 274-8638
www.ciri.com

Shareholder Relations
Tel. (907) 263-5191 or (800) 764-2474
Fax (907) 263-5186
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Shareholder Participation Committees
www.ciri.com/spc

Submit your stories & ideas to info@ciri.com

CIRI 
BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Thomas P. Huhndorf, Yup’ik
Chair

Roy M. Huhndorf, Yup’ik
Chair Emeritus

Douglas W. Fifer, Tlingit
Vice Chair

Jeffrey A. Gonnason, Haida
Secretary

Michael R. Boling, Athabascan
Treasurer

Louis “Lou” Nagy Jr., Yup’ik
Assistant Secretary

Penny L. Carty, Aleut
Assistant Treasurer

Hallie L. Bissett, Athabascan

Margaret L. Brown, Yup’ik

Rolf A. Dagg, Yup’ik
Erik I. Frostad, Athabascan

Robert E. Harris, Iñupiaq

Katrina M. (Dolchok) Jacuk, Aleut

Ted S. Kroto Sr., Athabascan

Patrick Marrs, Aleut

SHAREHOLDERestates
Also Missing

When CIRI shareholders pass away, gathering the information necessary to settle 
the stock estate is often a difficult task and may delay settlement. CIRI is looking to 
contact the individuals listed below in connection with the following estates:

• Estate of Thomas William Highsmith – Tonya Lorraine Highsmith

• Estate of Lily Mae Marshall – Kamette R. Myers and Christian James Marshall

•  Estate of Richard Lloyd Sargent (aka Lloyd Richard Sargent) –   

 Derek Bernard Sargent and John Michael Sargent Clark

•  Estate of Leonard Turgeon – Ashley Moore

• Estate of Lawrence M. Wade – Alex H. Wade

If your name appears above or you know the whereabouts of the individuals 
listed above, please contact CIRI Probate at (907) 263-5191 or toll free at 
1-800-764-2474, and select option 4.

Brune, senior director, Land and Resources, and CIRI 
summer intern Ravynn Nothstine visited the crew on 
one of its final work days. “It’s really fun to learn from 
and interact with people from CIRI, and we thank 
the corporation for its support,” Kazura said. “It’s 
important for people to know this program could not 
have gotten off the ground without CIRI.” 

For more information about SCA’s Alaska program, visit  
www.thesca.org/serve/program/alaska-regional-crews. 

CIRI YOUTH CREW, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 06

MISSINGSHAREHOLDERS
The following CIRI shareholders do not have a current 
mailing address on record. When CIRI mail is returned 
as undeliverable, the distributions are held and the 
shareholder does not qualify to participate in any prize 
drawings until the address is updated. Shareholders can fill 
out the change of address form at CIRI’s offices, download it 
from the CIRI website or send a signed and dated letter that 
includes the new address, telephone number, birth date and 
the last four digits of their social security number.

(As of 10/26/2016)

Edgar Ailak
Matthew Jacob Anahonak
Michael Vincent Baktuit
Sadie Lynn Baktuit-Kelly
Michael Wallace Batt
David Anthony Berry
Sharon Agnes Bond
Elmer Roy Bradley
Richard Kenneth Bright
Steven Patrick Bright
Robert Garland Brown
Jerry Ray Bryan
John Lyle Burdette Sr.
Diana Marie Call
Lawrie W. Campbell Jr.
Susan Faye Canipe
Roberta Michelle Cecil
John Scott Cleghorn
Anne Marie Darrow
Christy Lynn Downs
Karl Frederic Dunder
Rachel Renee Edwardson
Elizabeth MSH Evon
Donald James-Dale Fleek
Matthew Lee Fox
Norma Jean Francis
William Joseph Fuller
Amber Ellen Gardner
Susan Helene Gonzalez
Rita Marie Green
Jade Ariane Grunert
Freddie Ray Hawes
Annie Marie Heinrich
Thomas Gerald Hilty

Tony Lee Hutchison
Brenda Marie Jacobs
Christopher Marion-Stone  
 Jacobsson
Pauline Jeffrey
David Michael Karabelnikoff
William Frank Kashevarof Jr.
Julie Marie Kenick
John Rodney King
Stephanie Dyana Koezuna
Autumn Nicole Krier
Jennifer Mary Lane
Lorna Kay Larsen
Cammy Sue Lockridge
Brian Kurt Long
Wassillie George Long
Barbara Ann Lougheed
Brittany Kristine Lovelace
William Dean Luttrell Jr.
Zackary Mathew Lahti Maley
Jack Joseph Milligan
Beverly Ann Mills
Barbara Moonin
Shaun Michael Moore
Cynthia Lynnett Muller
Harvey Lee Muller
Forrest James Nayukok
Mykal Anthony Norbert
Hoyt Allan Ogle
Lauren Nicole O’Keefe
Marianne Ondola
Bryan Lee Outwater
Richard Lee Pedersen
Lawrence Edward Phay

AFTER THE LOSS OF A LOVED ONE

We know the death of a loved one can be 
overwhelming. CIRI’s Shareholder Relations 
department has gathered information to assist in 
coping with a recent death. For information on 
wills and probate, CIRI’s estate settlement process, 
obituaries, death certificates, and other resources, 
visit www.ciri.com/shareholders/wills-and-gifts/
estates-wills.  

Because a majority of our shareholders live in 
Anchorage, we have focused on services available 
in Anchorage. Still, some of the websites and other 
information may be useful no matter where you live.

Juan Darrell Pitcher
Brenda Lee Powell
Arthur Clark Raymond
Sierra Tiffany Rife
John Savok Riley
Ronald Richard Riley
Thomas Gordon Riley
Melanie Brook Ritter
Patrick Ryan Robinson
Alicia Ann Roy
William Jack Schneider Jr.
Amanda Agetha Sebwenna
David Lee Shassetz
Shane Allen Shumaker
Vernon Roy Sinyon
James Earl Smith
Janet Mae Stager
Jane Louise Standifer-Trenton

Kenneth Curtis Stehman
Markley Allen Stover
David James Stroman
Veronica Ann Takeuchi
Floyd Brian Tetpon
Charmaine Lavonne Triplett
Martin Sean Tucker
James Marion Voyles Jr.
Michael Patrick Voyles
Terilyn Irene Wamser
Anthony Wayne Waterbury
Brian Thomas Watson
Ralph Lee Watson
Sarah Melissa Whalen
Debra Jean Wheelock
Jordan Brando Wik
Sarah Joy Wild
Jackie Lee Yates

P.O. Box 93330
Anchorage, Alaska 99509-3330

CIRI CONTACT INFORMATION

CIRI Headquarters
725 E. Fireweed Lane, Suite 800
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Tel. (907) 274-8638
www.ciri.com

Shareholder Relations
Tel. (907) 263-5191 or (800) 764-2474
Fax (907) 263-5186

Shareholder Participation Committees
www.ciri.com/spc

Submit your stories & ideas to info@ciri.com
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Douglas W. Fifer, Tlingit
Vice Chair

Jeffrey A. Gonnason, Haida
Secretary

Michael R. Boling, Athabascan
Treasurer

Louis “Lou” Nagy Jr., Yup’ik
Assistant Secretary

Penny L. Carty, Aleut
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Hallie L. Bissett, Athabascan

Margaret L. Brown, Yup’ik

Rolf A. Dagg, Yup’ik
Erik I. Frostad, Athabascan

Robert E. Harris, Iñupiaq

Katrina M. (Dolchok) Jacuk, Aleut

Ted S. Kroto Sr., Athabascan

Patrick Marrs, Aleut

CIRI is seeking photos from shareholders and descendants for 
use in the 2017 CIRI calendar. The winning photographers will be 
eligible to receive prizes!

Theme: CIRI Perspectives

We would like to see photos that exemplify the diverse lifestyles, 
cultures and places that define our shareholders and descendants. 

Only electronic .jpg files will be accepted. If you submit photos, 
please be sure to include the highest resolution possible.

Photos may be emailed to:
Info@CIRI.com

Or a nonreturnable thumb drive can be mailed to: 
CIRI Corporate Communications
P.O. Box 93330
Anchorage, Alaska 99509-3330

SUBMISSION DEADLINE:  
AUGUST 31, 2016

CIRI is seeking photos from shareholders, descendants and 
employees for use in the 2017 CIRI calendar. The winning 
photographers will be eligible to receive prizes!

SUBMISSION DEADLINE:
AUGUST 31, 2016

Theme: CIRI Perspectives

We would like to see photos that exemplify the diverse lifestyles, cultures and 
places that define our shareholders and descendants.

Only electronic .jpg files will be accepted. If you submit photos, please be sure 
to include the highest resolution possible.

Photos may be emailed as an attachment to:
Info@CIRI.com

Or a nonreturnable thumb drive can be mailed to:
CIRI Corporate Communications
P.O. Box 93330
Anchorage, Alaska 99509-3330

“Youth Involvement”
CIRI knows how important young people are to the future of 
our corporation. Find out how CIRI works to engage and offer 
opportunities to the next generation through our summer 
internship program, Shareholder Participation Committee 
youth representative positions and The CIRI Foundation 
education funding.  

The latest episode of CIRIosity is available at 
www.ciri.com/ciriosity. Or you can subscribe to iTunes, 
and new episodes will download automatically to your 
smartphone or device. Learn about additional descendant 
and youth opportunities at www.ciri.com/nextgen.  

DOWNLOAD THE NEWEST 
EPISODE OF CIRIOSITY, 

SHAREHOLDERestates
Also Missing
When CIRI shareholders pass away, gathering the 
information necessary to settle the stock estate 
is often a difficult task and may delay settlement. 
CIRI is looking to contact the individuals listed 
below in connection with the following estates:

  • Estate of Leonard Turgeon – Ashley Moore 
  • Estate of Lawrence M. Wade – Alex H. Wade

If your name appears above or you know the 
whereabouts of the individuals listed above, 
please contact CIRI Probate at (907) 263-5191, or 
toll free at 1-800-764-2474, and select option 4.

Notice of Escheatment
Marina Matthias (a.k.a. Marina Matthies), 
a deceased CIRI shareholder, passed away 
intestate and with no known heirs. Therefore, 
pursuant to ANCSA, her 100 shares of CIRI stock 
shall escheat unless a rightful heir contacts CIRI 
Shareholder Relations. Any such heirs must 
notify CIRI in writing of their potential inheritance 
right, provide legally acceptable proof of identity 
and a current mailing address before Oct. 14, 
2016. Send written notice to Cook Inlet Region, 
Inc., Shareholder Relations, P.O. Box 93330, 
Anchorage, AK 99509-3330.

P.O. Box 93330
Anchorage, Alaska 99509-3330

CIRI CONTACT INFORMATION

CIRI Headquarters
725 E. Fireweed Lane, Suite 800
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Tel. (907) 274-8638
www.ciri.com

Shareholder Relations
Tel. (907) 263-5191 or (800) 764-2474
Fax (907) 263-5186

Shareholder Participation Committees
www.ciri.com/spc

Submit your stories & ideas to info@ciri.com
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www.ciri.com/nextgen

CIRI NAMES NEW VICE 
PRESIDENT OF REAL ESTATE

CIRI is pleased to 
announce that Chad 
Nugent is the new 
vice president of 
the company’s Real 
Estate business 
sector.

Nugent is responsible 
for CIRI’s Real 
Estate department, 
managing CIRI’s 
diverse property 
investments in and 
outside of Alaska. 

He joined CIRI in 2013 to assist in the development of 
the Fireweed Business Center and other projects, and 
quickly proved himself as an indispensable member of 
the CIRI management team.

A lifelong Alaskan, Nugent comes from a construction 
and development family, and started learning the 
business early, pushing brooms on job sites as a kid. 
From there, he went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in 
Business Management from Montana State University 
before owning and running a successful commercial 
civil construction company for a decade.

Nugent has a strong knowledge base in insurance, 
finance and real estate in the development sector 
and has been a vertical project manager on many 
complex, technical projects. He played an integral 
role in the development and construction of the 
Fireweed Business Center, along with numerous 
other projects, and continues to work with his team 
on evaluating additional real estate partnership and 
investment opportunities.

“Real estate has always been a cornerstone of CIRI’s 
business portfolio,” Nugent says. “I am excited to build 
upon the department’s past success through strategic 
planning and development and to lead the Real Estate 
team in identifying new opportunities that will provide 
long-term returns to CIRI and our shareholders.” 

  Chad Nugent has been named 
CIRI’s new vice president of Real 
Estate. Photo by Joel Irwin.

Monday, Jan. 18, 2016

SAVE
THE DATE

TAKE THE NEXT GENERATION TO WORK

CIRI shareholders and confirmed descendants age 10 through 
high school are invited to apply for Take the Next Generation to 

Work Day. Selected participants will be invited to spend a day at 
the Fireweed Business Center, where they will learn about CIRI’s 

businesses and explore future career paths.

Take the Next Generation to Work Day is Jan. 18. For more 
information and updates, visit www.ciri.com/nextgen.

RSVP Reminder:
CIRI AND TCF NORTHWEST 
FRIENDSHIP POTLATCH
If you plan on attending the Northwest Friendship 
Potlatch and have not already RSVPd, please confirm 
your attendance no later than Friday, Nov. 6, to help 
CIRI plan for enough food: Visit www.ciri.com/RSVP to 
RSVP online or call (907) 263-5191 or (800) 764-CIRI 
and choose option 5.

CIRI shareholders who are interested in displaying or 
selling arts and crafts can email info@ciri.com or call 
(907) 263-5113 for more information.

Northwest Friendship Potlatch
Saturday, Nov. 14
Chief Leschi School
Puyallup, Wash.
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
RSVP by 5 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 6

P.O. Box 93330
Anchorage, Alaska 99509-3330

CIRI CONTACT INFORMATION

CIRI Headquarters
2525 C Street, Suite 500
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Tel. (907) 274-8638
www.ciri.com

Shareholder Relations
Tel. (907) 263-5191 or (800) 764-2474
Fax (907) 263-5186

Shareholder Participation Committees
www.ciri.com/spc

Submit your stories & ideas to info@ciri.com
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MISSINGSHAREHOLDERS

Danny Trephon Alexan Jr.

Bruce Matthew Anthony

Carla M. Arshen

Fred Bahr Jr.

Ernest Dale Baker Jr.

Timothy Vern Bell

Donna Irene Beltz

Kenneth Lawrence Boyle

Steven Patrick Bright

James Patrick Brown

Lucas Oliver Cain-Olson

Diana Marie Call

Glenn Eugene Cantrell

Robert Dean Coultas

Tamra Lee Cox

Buddy Lee Crabtree

Don Dale-Lief Crow

William Colin Dahl

Owen Francis Eben

Edwin Fredrick Edelman Jr.

Wesley Frank Fraley

Susan Helene Gonzalez

Starlet Ann Griffis

Suzanne Carlena Hutchens

Harlan Iyakitan

Christopher Marion-Stone Jacobsson

Amber Lea Johnson

Rose Kahklen

Alyssa J. Kashevaroff

Shae Marie Kotongan

Christy Ann Lange

Duane Elia Larson

Ross Allan Leininger

Alec Rodney Lewis

Jack Joseph Milligan

Shaun Michael Moore

Charles Lewis Mumchuck

Jeronimo Magno O’Francia

Nolan Ryan Ogle-Endresen

Michael Todd Pruitt

Joanne Frances Ramos-Crow

Jerid Francis Rednall

Robert James Reekie

Kenneth Warren Rice III

Danielle Lee Ritter

Vina Louise Routt

Theodore Russell Scrape

William Frank Serradell

Jacqualine Sue Silook

Don Foster Simmonds

Myles Allen Soosuk

Christine Michelle Starling

Dennis Ray Stearns

Martin Sean Tucker

Cyril M. Tyson

Alice Marie Umetsu

Anthony Wayne Waterbury

Christopher Allan Watson

David Edward Watson

Ralph Lee Watson

CIRI has received returned mail for the following shareholders. 
When CIRI mail is returned as undeliverable, 
distributions are held and the shareholder does not 
qualify to participate in any prize drawings until the 
address is updated. Shareholders can fill out the change 
of address form at CIRI’s offices, download it from the CIRI 
website or send a signed and dated letter that includes the new 
address, telephone number, birth date and the last four digits of 
their social security number.

(As of 6/25/2015)

If you haven’t heard about it yet, CIRI expanded 
its internship program this summer, and six of us 
have just started our adventure with the company. 
As a quick intro: I’m Josh Henrikson. I’m from 
Anchorage and just graduated from Western 
Washington University in Bellingham, Wash. My 
degree is in marketing and business administration, 
and the intern gig I landed is in the CIRI Corporate 
Communications department.

My grandmother, Sharon Culhane, is an original CIRI 
shareholder from the Ninilchik area. As a recipient of 
a general scholarship from The CIRI Foundation that 
helped me to graduate debt-free, I am so grateful for 
all CIRI does for its shareholders and descendants, 
like me.

As the summer progresses, I’ll be sending updates 
through the Raven’s Circle about the internship 
program, introducing you to the other interns and 
telling you about the cool stuff we’re learning that 
will prepare us one day to—gasp—get a real job and 
embark on our careers.

Within the Corporate Communications department, 
I will be busy drafting articles for the Raven’s Circle, 
producing videos, helping with the CIRI website and 
whatever else they throw my way. 

Meanwhile, I can feel the excitement among the 
entire staff about CIRI’s upcoming move to the 
Fireweed Business Center. You can probably 
imagine the potential for chaos, but so far its 
been relatively controlled. For me and the other 
interns, just when we start to get a sense of where 
everything is, our brains will be shaken like an Etch-
a-Sketch and we’ll have to start all over. On the 
other hand, I’ve met a few folks here at CIRI who 
have worked in this building for more than 20 years. 
What a change it will be for them!

I’m thrilled with the opportunity to be part of the 
CIRI internship program (you can find out more 
about it at www.ciri.com/shareholders) and I look 
forward to being able to share it with you. 

Josh Henrikson
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ALASKA NATIVE 
HERITAGE CENTER 
2017 Summer Schedule 

The Alaska Native Heritage Center (ANHC), a 
CIRI-affiliated nonprofit organization, showcases 
Alaska Native cultures and serves to educate visitors 
about the history and traditions of Alaska Native people.

Open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
May 14 to mid-September 
 
During the summer season, the ANHC has a complimentary 
shuttle that runs from various downtown Anchorage 
locations. Learn more at www.alaskanative.net. 
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