
For his many years of 
service, CIRI extends its 
appreciation to Charles 
“Chuck” G. Anderson. 
A member of CIRI’s Board 
of Directors for nearly 30 
years, Anderson served 
as Board chair from 2005 
to 2013 and is currently 
chair emeritus. He will not 
seek re-election  
this year. 

Anderson, whose mother was Russian and Aleut, 
spent his early years on Long Island, Alaska,  
near Kodiak, where he and his family were its  
sole inhabitants. “My father brought a midwife  
to the island when I was born,” Anderson said. 
When he was 7 or 8, his family moved to Kodiak 
where they owned a mink farm and lived a 
subsistence lifestyle. 

After serving in the Korean War, Anderson joined 
the Anchorage Police Department in 1953, moving 
up the ranks and serving as chief of police from 
1974 until his retirement. 

What kind of person makes a good law 
enforcement officer? According to Anderson, it 
takes someone who is emotionally well-balanced, 
fair and understanding. “You see the worst parts of 
life, and it’s difficult not to become calloused. You 
see awful things, the death of people – you need 
to be compassionate.” 

After retiring from the police force, Anderson 
served one term in the state legislature, “but I 
wasn’t happy; I didn’t care for partisan politics. 
In law enforcement, I could make a difference 
in people’s lives. I had to raise money in the 
legislature; I did not like asking people for help.” 

The CIRI Board of Directors was a better fit. “Very 
refreshing,” he said. Anderson’s vision for CIRI was 
to remain an Alaska Native-owned company that 
provides a consistent stream of dividends, supports 
Elders through a trust fund and provides jobs, 
healthcare and housing through affiliated non-profit 
organizations. Over the years, he helped that vision 
become a reality. 

CIRI THANKS 
CHARLES G. ANDERSON 
FOR HIS SERVICE 

For his efforts to improve Alaska’s civil and criminal 
justice systems, Greg Razo, a CIRI shareholder and 
company executive, has been recognized as a White 
House “Champion of Change.” The program was 
created as an opportunity for the White House to 
honor individuals working to remove barriers for those 
with a criminal record. 

In addition to his role as CIRI’s vice president of 
government contracting, Razo serves as chair of the 
Alaska Criminal Justice Commission, a 13-member 
board that seeks to enhance public safety, 
rehabilitation and victim restitution while working to 
improve criminal laws and practices in Alaska. He also 
serves as vice chair of the Alaska Native Justice Center 
(ANJC), a CIRI-founded nonprofit organization that 
provides legal advocacy, referral and support to Alaska 
Native and other Native American people involved with 
Alaska’s legal system. 

Alaska Native people face increasingly 
disproportionate rates of victimization, incarceration 
and other justice-related issues in Alaska. Through 
culturally-based advocacy, prevention and intervention 
initiatives, ANJC is working to restore dignity, respect 
and humanity to all Native peoples.

“I’ve been an active lawyer in Alaska for 30 years, 
and as such I feel a responsibility to give back to the 
public in some way,” Razo said. “For me, that means 
pursuing public service opportunities that make the 
law more accessible for those who have the hardest 
time accessing the law. I’m very fortunate to have CIRI 
support me in these activities.”  
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Approximately 70 million people nationwide – or one-
third of working-age adults – have been arrested or 
convicted of a crime. According to current statistics 
released by the White House, more than 600,000 
individuals are freed from state and federal prisons 
each year. These individuals often leave prison with few 
resources and practical skills, and without the support 
they need to successfully reintegrate into society. 

“In addition to being an instrumental executive 
of the company, Greg’s service to the community 
exemplifies the values that are important to CIRI and 
our shareholders,” said CIRI President and CEO Sophie 
Minich. “We appreciate his efforts to strengthen our 
community and make it safer, and we congratulate him 
for this distinguished honor.” 

Razo and nine other honorees were recognized at  
an event April 27 at the While House. For information on 
the “White House Champions of Change for Expanding 
Fair Chance Opportunities,” visit 
www.whitehouse.gov/champions.

ANHC’S Annette Evans Smith Named to 
National Arts Council     
For her work sustaining Alaska’s diverse cultures 
and languages, last month President Barack Obama 
announced the nomination of Annette Evans Smith  
as a member of the National Council on the Arts. 
Evans Smith is the president and CEO of the Alaska 
Native Heritage Center (ANHC), a CIRI-founded 
nonprofit organization, and brings “a depth of 

WHITE HOUSE RECOGNIZES CIRI TALENT
CIRI’S Greg Razo Honored as a ‘Champion of Change’ 

  �A. Greg Razo, CIRI vice president, Government Contracting, and CIRI shareholder.  B. Razo receives the honor during a live video 
streaming event from Washington, D.C. 

   �Charles G. Anderson.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Sophie Minich, CIRI president and chief executive officer

Our Northwest Information Meeting, which took 
place May 7 at the Seattle Airport Marriott Hotel, also 
followed the open meeting format. The Marriott was 
a new location for CIRI. In response to shareholder 
requests, we’ve held meetings both north and south 
of Seattle, but during several focus groups held in 
late 2014, multiple shareholders asked that CIRI 
occasionally hold a meeting in a more central location. 
The Marriott, located near SeaTac Airport and easily 
accessible by bus and the Link light rail, fit the bill. 

For those of you who took the time to attend our 
Information Meetings, thank you! I was happy to 
see so many of you come out to learn about CIRI’s 
business and share your ideas for how to continue to 
make CIRI a successful company. The commitment 
and enthusiasm of our shareholders and descendants 
is a critical component of that success. I hope you can 
join us at the CIRI Annual Meeting of Shareholders, to 
be held June 4 at the Chief Leschi School in Puyallup, 
Wash. Registration for the meeting will begin at 8 a.m. 
You must register by 11 a.m. if you wish to vote in 
person at the meeting.

As you will read in this issue of the Raven’s Circle, 
the Annual Meeting will mark the end of Charles 
Anderson’s service on the CIRI Board of Directors.  
On behalf of the CIRI team, I would like to extend  
my heartfelt gratitude for Chuck’s many years of 
service to CIRI. His leadership brought us through 

difficult times and helped put CIRI on a trajectory for 
success. We are a stronger company because of his 
service and dedication.

I would also like to take this opportunity to remind 
you to exercise your right to vote. Voting in elections 
is one of our most important responsibilities as 
shareholders, and it ensures our voices are heard 
in the decision-making process. Shareholders 
had the option of submitting a proxy vote via mail 
(deadline to submit was 2 p.m. Alaska Daylight 
Time on May 26), or they may vote in person at the 
Annual Meeting. 

Last month I wrote about our 2015 Annual Report, 
which presents CIRI’s financial performance for 
the previous year and provides information on the 
economic health of our corporation. Along with 
distributing the Annual Report, we’ve just finished 
holding a series of Information Meetings, and I’d 
like to take a minute to address the new format we 
tried this year. It is our hope that this meeting format 
made it easier for our shareholders to ask questions 
and offer opinions and get to know CIRI’s executives, 
staff, Directors and Board candidates on a more 
personal level.    

An important part of fulfilling CIRI’s mission is 
soliciting shareholder feedback. This feedback allows 
us to determine how to best deliver meaningful 
and sustaining benefits to our more than 8,700 
shareholders. Held in the spring, our Information 
Meetings take place after the audited financial 
statements and Annual Report for the prior year have 
been completed and mailed to shareholders. 

Members of CIRI’s Shareholder Participation 
Committee (SPC) had advised us that many 
shareholders would prefer an open meeting format, 
with booths allowing attendees an opportunity to visit 
one-on-one with executives, Directors and Board 
candidates, and to ask questions and offer feedback 
in an informal, low-pressure environment. 

Heeding that recommendation from the SPC, 
our Kenai Information Meeting, held April 16 at 
Kenai Central High School, followed our traditional 
meeting format: lunch, a presentation about CIRI’s 
financial performance in 2015 and speeches from 
candidates for the CIRI Board of Directors. But we 
tried an “open meeting” format for our Anchorage 
Information Meeting, held April 23 at CIRI’s 
Fireweed Business Center. 

While the Anchorage meeting followed this new format, 
we retained many elements of our traditional Information 
Meeting, including deliciously catered food and a 
financial presentation with leaders of the corporation. 

NATIVE VILLAGE OF 
EKLUTNA TO HOLD 
POWWOW 

The Native Village of Eklutna will hold 
its 2016 Powwow/Potlatch June 18-19. 
The powwow is an opportunity for the 
community to interact with the Eklutna 
Village. It will feature intertribal drummers, 
dance groups, Alaska Native crafts and 
information booths. The powwow is open to 
the public; all are welcome.

WHEN: 
Gates open at 11 a.m. Saturday, June 18 and 
Sunday, June 19. A concert performance for teens 
and young adults will be held at 6 p.m. Saturday, 
June 18.  
 
LOCATION: 
The powwow will be held on Eklutna Inc. land, Mile 
26.5 on the Glenn Highway.

Cost: Gate fee is $5/vehicle. Raffle tickets are $1 per 
ticket or $5 for six tickets. 

For further information, check out the Facebook page 
“Native Village of Eklutna Powwow” or call 907-688-6020.

“�An important part of fulfilling 
CIRI’s mission is soliciting 
shareholder feedback. 
This feedback allows us to 
determine how to best deliver 
meaningful and sustaining 
benefits to our more than 
8,700 shareholders.”

   – ��SOPHIE MINICH
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SHAREHOLDER SPOTLIGHT, CONTINUED ON PAGE 05

SHAREHOLDER 
SPOTLIGHT: 
SABRINA WALKER

Running Toward a Cure

The first time she ran the 16-mile Lost Lake Run, 
CIRI shareholder Sabrina Walker (Tlingit) was 
greeted by a face at each half-mile marker. The 
faces weren’t those of cheering fans; they were 
photos of Alaskans who had been affected by 
cystic fibrosis (CF).

Sabrina could relate. Since the age of four, she 
has worked to maintain a healthy lifestyle while 
dealing with CF, a genetic disorder that mainly 
affects the lungs. Today, at age 29, Sabrina 
manages her CF with daily doses of nutritional 
supplements, enzymes, antibiotics and, most of 
all, running. 

“Running, for me, has been a huge asset,” 
Sabrina explains. The activity helps clear her lungs 
and lets her maintain a high level of fitness. It 
allows her a measure of control over CF, for which 
there isn’t yet a cure.

Most of all, Sabrina says, “Running is something 
positive I can do for myself, but I’m also doing 
something for a whole community of people. I do 
the Lost Lake Run to raise funds for CF because I 
want to see a cure in my lifetime.”

She has completed Lost Lake every year since 
2012. In that time, her fundraising team – made 
up of friends and family – has grown to 26 
members, all of whom are running under the team 
name “Sabrina Fights CF” this year. The course is 
a steady, approximately 10-mile uphill climb from 
the Primrose Campground at milepost 17 on the 
Seward Highway; it continues downhill on a U.S. 

SHAREHOLDER SPOTLIGHT, CONTINUED ON PAGE 05
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For helping prevent a suicidal woman from jumping 
from an overpass bridge, CIRI Energy Operations 
Manager Dan Mullins was honored by the American 
Red Cross of Alaska at its 17th annual Real Heroes 
Breakfast, held April 27 in Anchorage. 

Mullins was one of three citizens who received the Good 
Samaritan Award for helping to save the woman’s life. 

“I was heading eastbound down Northern Lights 
[Boulevard] and saw a few cars stopped on the side 
of the road. I looked up and I saw a lady on the 
bridge, so I stopped traffic with my truck – I blocked 
everybody and I got out and started asking what was 
going on,” Mullins recalled. “I told a few people to call 
911 and then my Army training kicked in because the 
Army really tries to educate you on suicide awareness 
and what to do, the steps with ACE (ask, care, escort), 
and so I went up there and started talking to her.” 

Mullins was able to distract the woman by talking to 
her while another individual at the scene grabbed her 
by her sweatshirt and pulled her to safety. 

CIRI congratulates Dan Mullins on this 
well-deserved honor! 

CIRI ENERGY EMPLOYEE DAN MULLINS HONORED 
WITH HERO STATUS

SUICIDE PREVENTION

Suicide is the second-leading cause of death 
for Alaska Native people between the  
ages of 15 and 34. Suicide is tragic, and  
often preventable. 

CIRI encourages you to explore the prevention 
resources available in your area. Contact 
information for resources in particular cities 
and states may be located by calling 2-1-1 or 
visiting www.211.org. 

Southcentral Foundation’s Denaa Yeets’ 
program provides services to Alaska Native 
and American Indian people ages 18+ who 
have had recent thoughts of ending their lives. 
For information, call 907-729-5260 or visit 
www.southcentralfoundation.com. 

And remember, if you are worried about 
someone, talk to them. By reaching out, you 
could save a life. 

 Dan Mullins (center) is honored by the American Red Cross of Alaska. Photo by Jason Moore. 

IMPORTANT CIRI DATES

May 30, 2016 Memorial Day holiday; CIRI offices closed

May 31, 2016 Address change and direct deposit deadline for the second quarter Elders’ Settlement Trust 
distribution

June 4, 2016 2016 CIRI Annual Meeting of Shareholders, Puyallup, Wash. (Visit www.ciri.com for details.)

June 10, 2016 .Second quarter Elders’ Settlement Trust distribution

June 10, 2016 .Nomination deadline: Shareholder, Elder and Youth Awards

June 13, 2016 Deadline to sign up for direct deposit for the second quarter dividend

June 22, 2016 Address change and cancel direct deposit deadline for the second quarter dividend

June 30, 2016 Second quarter dividend distribution

July 4, 2016 Independence Day; CIRI offices closed

“�Running is something 
positive I can do for myself, 
but I’m also doing something 
for a whole community of 
people. I do the Lost Lake Run 
to raise funds for CF because 
I want to see a cure in my 
lifetime.”

   – ��SABRINA WALKER
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Tanishia Blu Andrus, 39
Tanishia Blu Andrus passed away Jan. 24 at Akron General 
Hospital in Akron, Ohio. Ms. Andrus was born July 12, 
1976, in Anchorage. She is survived by her children, Torrey 
Andrus Caldwell, Amaunei Andrus and Sir Andrus; father, 
Anthony J. Andrus; grandmother, Mattie L. Andrus; aunt, 
Dessena M. Andrus; and grandson, Torrey Martell Andrus-
Caldwell Jr. 

Maxim Dolchok, 78
Maxim Dolchok passed away 
Dec. 6, 2015, at home in 
Anchorage. Mr. Dolchok was 
born Nov. 6, 1937, in Kenai, 
Alaska. Mr. Dolchok enjoyed 
spending time with his 
family practicing a traditional 
subsistence lifestyle and 
traveling. He was a National 
Guard Veteran, a former 
executive director of Cook Inlet 

Native Association and Cook Inlet Housing Authority. Mr. 
Dolchok was the first chair of Southcentral Foundation and 
chaired the steering committee for SCF’s Family Wellness 
Warriors Initiative. A member of the Kenaitze Indian Tribe 
and CIRI shareholder, Mr. Dolchok was honored as CIRI 
Elder Shareholder of the Year in 2014 for his commitment 
to ending the cycle of domestic violence and abuse. He is 
survived by his wife, Lisa Dolchok; daughter, Carla Hellman 
(Alvin); sons, Maxim R. Dolchok (Tanya) and Rian Dolchok; 
grandchildren, Rene Kakaruk, Kristen Libardi (Steven), 
Calvin Beasley, Maxim R. Dolchok Jr. (Stephanie), Nicole 
Hellman Cook (Tony), Rochelle Wariner (Tyler), Nicholas 
Hellman and Chrysalis Dolchok; eight great-grandchildren; 
many nieces and nephews; as well as brothers-in-law, 
Richard Lopez (Bonnie), Mickey Lopez (Karen), John Brieby 
(Anecia), George, Wally Charles, Jim Larsen (Nena), Ken 
Cochran (Gladys), Mischief (Emily) and Clara Amidon; and 
many friends.

Rita M. Halverson, 81
Rita M. Halverson passed away Jan. 17. Ms. Halverson 
was born Feb. 7, 1934, in Mountain Village, Alaska. She 
is survived by her son, Hans Halverson (Phyllis); and 
grandchildren, Marva Halverson and Amber Halverson.

Nola Mae Hopkins, 53
Nola Mae Hopkins passed away March 6 at home in 
Tabiona, Utah. Ms. Hopkins was born July 18, 1962, in 
Anchorage. She is survived by her husband, Rick Hopkins; 
daughters, Tiffany and Jennifer; step-son, Ricky; 10 

inmemory

Bulk may rule the football field, brawn the wrestling 
mat and height the basketball court, but compact, 
slim athletes dominate the wrist carry, one of nearly 
a dozen competitive events at the Native Youth 
Olympics (NYO), an annual event produced by CIRI-
affiliated nonprofit Cook Inlet Tribal Council (CITC) and 
sponsored in part by CIRI. 

More than 50 teams from across the state 
participated in this year’s games, held April 21-23 at 
the Alaska Airlines Center on the University of Alaska 
Anchorage campus.  

NYO is based on traditional athletic contests and 
games developed by Alaska Native people to help 
develop skills critical to everyday life. The wrist 
carry, for instance, represents the significance of a 
successful hunt. The Eskimo stick pull was traditionally 
used as practice for pulling seals from the ice. The 
kneel jump strengthens the leg muscles used for ice 
floe-hopping and lifting prey after a successful hunt. 
 
“There is amazing history behind the games,” said 
Kelly Hurd, senior development director for CITC. 
“NYO celebrates not only the survival skills and 
athletic prowess of the Alaska Native people, but 
the communal values they relied on to survive.” 
Sportsmanship, she emphasized, is key. “All the 
athletes are striving for their personal best, but they’re 
ranked on sportsmanship. You’ll see athletes in the final 
countdown giving pointers to their competitors.” 

While the games themselves are Alaska Native in origin, 
students (grades 7-12) of all traditions may participate 
in NYO; they need not be of Native descent. A goal 
of the games, Hurd emphasized, is cross-cultural 
understanding, “but with events like the Sailor Boy Pilot 
Bread Cracker recipe contest, it’s also about community 
and fun.” For many athletes, especially those living off 
the road system, the trip to Anchorage means a chance 
to check out colleges, visit museums and historical 
attractions, dine out, shop and socialize.  

Steven Gregory, a high-school teacher from Unalaska, 
has coached NYO male athletes for 16 years. “In 
addition to physical conditioning, I love what the 
games instill as far as values – the continuity and 
camaraderie of it all,” he said. “It’s also about 
passing down knowledge. Last week in practice, I 
had three generations of competitors who’d returned 
to help coach the younger kids. You don’t see poor 
sportsmanship or bad attitudes. It’s all positive.”

Kaye Gumera, a junior at Unalaska City High School, 
is no stranger to NYO – she has been competing in the 
games since she was in seventh grade. While the one-
foot high kick is her “signature” event, she competes 
in nine events total. “NYO is like a mini-community,” 
Gumera said. “I like how it’s open to everyone. You 
learn about other cultures, but you also learn a lot about 
yourself. Everyone is very friendly. We all have respect 
for the sport.”

A year-round program with a quantifiable positive 
impact on more than 2,000 youth each year, 
NYO participants benefit from stronger academic 
performance and improved physical and mental 
health. According to a 2015 survey of 411 athletes, 75 
percent credited NYO as an incentive to stay in school, 
74 percent improved or maintained good grades, 69 
percent improved self-confidence and 47 percent 
indicated improved leadership and self-esteem.   

2016 represents the 46th year of the games and the 
30th year CITC has been involved. “This is a tight 
economy. As NYO is made possible by corporate and 
individual funders, we were nervous,” Hurd said. “But 
from a fundraising perspective, this ended up being one 
of our most successful years ever. To be celebrated and 
supported this way, it’s a testament to how much our 
state values NYO and our youth.”

For information, visit citci.org/event-programs/nyo-games. 

NATIVE YOUTH OLYMPICS CELEBRATE 
COMMUNITY AND CULTURE

  �A. The wrist carry represents the significance of a successful hunt.  B. Speed, strength and stamina at 2016 NYO.  C. Unalaska coaches  
Steven Gregory and Genee Shaishnikoff.  D. The wrist carry is tailor-made for small, strong athletes. Photos by Carly Stuart. 

A

B C D

Anderson is a graduate of the FBI Academy and 
the Keeler Polygraph Institute. He has served on 
numerous boards and commissions, including 
CIRI-affiliated nonprofit Southcentral Foundation 
(SCF). In 2012, the National Indian Health 
Board recognized Mr. Anderson’s SCF service 
by honoring him with a prestigious award for his 
dedication to improving the health and well-being 
of Alaska Native and American Indian people.

Anderson’s service on the CIRI Board 
was praised by fellow directors and CIRI 
management. “When Chuck took over as chair, 
the Board had been through some tumultuous 
years,” said CIRI President and CEO Sophie 
Minich. “His leadership returned a sense of 
decorum to the CIRI boardroom and members 
resumed working well together to resolve 
differences and make this company stronger. It’s 
one of his enduring legacies.”

Anderson’s term runs until the CIRI Annual 
Meeting scheduled for June 4. 

CHARLES G. ANDERSON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 01
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Forest Service trail through the Chugach National 
Forest for another six miles to the finish line at 
the Bear Creek Fire Department in Seward. Peak 
elevation is 2,100 feet.

It’s a tough trail race, but it’s worth it, Sabrina says. 
“It’s a rigorous course, and at the finish line, they 
have pictures of people with CF who have passed 
away. So it’s this wonderful but sad journey toward 
this bigger goal – to find a cure.”

Sabrina first started fundraising for CF after 
graduating from the University of Colorado at 
Boulder with a degree in elementary education. 
Thanks to scholarships from The CIRI Foundation, 
she left school debt free. But after substitute 
teaching for a year, she realized her immune system 
couldn’t handle being around kids with colds and 
runny noses. “If I catch a cold, it puts me at risk for 
a bigger infection, like pneumonia,” she explains – 
and that could land her in the hospital.

So Sabrina did what she calls a “career U-turn.” 
Today, she works as an administrative assistant 
for the Alaska Native Studies program at the 
University of Alaska Anchorage. “I enjoy working in 
the Alaska Native community,” she shares. “Being 
Alaska Native is part of my identity and my culture, 
and it’s something I take a lot of pride in.”

So is her status as a CIRI shareholder. “My 
grandfather was a CIRI shareholder,” Sabrina 
says. “My mother is, I am and I look forward to my 
son being one some day. Anchorage is a melting 
pot, and CIRI, as a corporation, really represents 
that. I think standing together is important. CIRI 
reflects that unity of past generations, the current 
generation and generations to come.”

This year’s race takes place on Aug. 27. 
Learn more at www.lostlakerun.com. 

CIRI is seeking photos from shareholders and descendants for 
use in the 2017 CIRI calendar. The winning photographers will be 
eligible to receive prizes!

Theme: CIRI Perspectives

We would like to see photos that exemplify the diverse lifestyles, 
cultures and places that define our shareholders and descendants. 

Only electronic .jpg files will be accepted. If you submit photos, 
please be sure to include the highest resolution possible.

Photos may be emailed to:
Info@CIRI.com

Or a nonreturnable thumb drive can be mailed to: 
CIRI Corporate Communications
P.O. Box 93330
Anchorage, Alaska 99509-3330

SUBMISSION DEADLINE:  
AUGUST 31, 2016

SHAREHOLDER SPOTLIGHT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 03

Condolences

Charles Achayok, 65
Morris James Coffey, 69
Alissa Marie Grohall, 46
Laura Irene Nelson, 73
Marie E. Wogman, 92

grandchildren, Kellan, Tianna, Cheyleigh, Alyssa, Alyaih, 
Abigail, Vivienne, Kaydence, Hayden and Avery; siblings, 
Ward Courtney, Steven Courtney and Dawn Courtney; 
father, Sid Blatchford; and adoptive father, Gary Courtney.

Albert Jorgensen, 83
Albert Jorgensen passed away March 27 at the Alaska 
Native Medical Center in Anchorage. Mr. Jorgensen was 
born June 17, 1933, in Nome, Alaska. He is survived 
by his wife, Myrtle Jorgensen; and children, Albert 
Jorgensen and Kamilla Diamond.

Hannah Marie Mylander, 55
Hannah Marie Mylander passed away Feb. 4 at the Alaska 
Native Medical Center in Anchorage. Ms. Mylander was 
born Feb. 21, 1960, in White Mountain, Alaska. She is 
survived by her children, Lynnea Moon, Ryan A. Mylander, 
Mike Mylander and Samantha Marie Williams.  

Margaret Ann Perry, 78
Margaret Ann Perry passed away March 15 at the Alaska 
Native Medical Center in Anchorage. Ms. Perry was born 
July 9, 1937, in Nome, Alaska. She is survived by her 
sisters, Kathleen T. Downs, Mary Jean Yenney and Velma 
Lee Tonkin; brother, Fred W. Yenney Sr.; and many nieces 
and nephews.

IN MEMORY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 04

OUTREACH

June 10, 2016 Youth recognition award nominations

June 30, 2016 Student report cards due

August 10, 2016 Youth Art Contest entries due

August 10, 2016 .Shareholder Participation Committee Youth Representative applications

Visit www.ciri.com/nextgen for details. 

Visit www.ciri.com/calendar for contest rules and details.
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ACHIEVEMENT ANNOUNCEMENT 
Congratulations to CIRI descendant Rosemary 
Berg on being crowned Miss Alaska 2016. 
Rosemary is the daughter of Thomas and CIRI 
shareholder Melanya (Oskolkoff) Berg. She will 
compete in the national Miss United States 
pageant in August. Rosemary holds a bachelor’s 
degree in rural development from the University 
of Alaska Fairbanks and was recently accepted 
into graduate school.

intouch

GRADUATION ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to CIRI descendant  
Sgt. Christopher Donald Ross on his recent 
graduation from the Subsea Robotics program 
in Temple, Texas. Sgt. Ross is the son  
of CIRI shareholder Evelyn Redding and  
Clinton Redding.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 
CIRI shareholder Myrtilda A. Morgan is happy 
to announce the birth of her grandson, Cassidy 
Ray. Parents are Tom and Sarah Mooney. Cassidy 
was born March 21 in Broken Bow, Neb., and 
weighed 8.14 pounds.
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ACHIEVEMENT ANNOUNCEMENT 
Congratulations to CIRI shareholder Juliana 
“Jewelz” Crandall for earning her master’s 
of public health degree from the University 
of Alaska Anchorage. Jewelz currently works 
for Southcentral Foundation where she helps 
facilitate on-the-job work experience for Alaska 
Native youth. Her public health interests are in 
health promotion/education and intervention. 

Fair Repair AK, Inc.
www.fairautorepairak.com
shawn@fairautorepairak.com
(907) 563-0700
6320 A Street · Anchorage, Alaska 99518
Shawn T. Martinez, owner 

Provides CIRI shareholders and employees a 10 
percent discount on labor, excluding already-
discounted package deals. Must present 
documentation to be eligible.

Fair Repair AK, Inc. is owned by CIRI shareholder 
Shawn T. Martinez. The company provides full-service 
automotive repair including pre-buyers inspections 
and more.

The Hearth Eatery and Catering
chefvirginia@theheartheatery.com
(907) 283-9034
204 Portlock Street · Kenai, Alaska 99611
Virginia L. Fraase, owner 

Restaurant provides a 10 percent discount to  
CIRI shareholders. 

The Hearth Eatery and Catering is owned by CIRI 
shareholder Virginia L. Fraase. The company 
specializes in event catering with an emphasis on 
fresh, local ingredients. A restaurant will open in the 
near future. 

Portable Framing Square LLC
www.portableframingsquare.com
arlindstrom@yahoo.com
(425) 404-0779
42026 North Shore Lane · Concrete, Wash. 98237
Albert R. Lindstrom, owner 

Portable Framing Square is owned by CIRI 
shareholder Albert R. Lindstrom. The product is 
marketed to carpenters and is available at Alaska 
Industrial Hardware and on Amazon.com.    

Randall Black, RE/Max Associates
randyblackrealtor@gmail.com
(907) 865-4700
3500 Midtown Place · Anchorage, Alaska 99507
Randall Black, associate 

SHAREHOLDER AND DESCENDANT-OWNED BUSINESSES

CIRI shareholder Randall Black is an associate with 
RE/Max Associates. He specializes in real estate in 
Anchorage, Alaska. 

Superman Moving and Delivery
www.anchoragemovingservice.com
supermanmovinganddelivery@gmail.com
(907) 644-0307
1413 West 31st Avenue · Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Eydith M. Briley, owner

Provides discount to CIRI shareholders and 
employees. 

Superman Moving and Delivery is owned by CIRI 
shareholder Eydith M. Briley. The company specializes 
in large household and commercial moves.  

Three Soaring Eagles
www.etsy.com/your/shops/ThreeSoaringEagles
threesoaringeagles@gmail.com
(425) 418-6992
8629 13th Place Northeast  
Lake Stevens, Wash. 98258 
Pamela Jean, owner

Provides CIRI shareholders, descendants and 
employees a 15 percent online discount. 

Three Soaring Eagles is owned by CIRI shareholder 
Pamela J. Wimbish (Modig) and her daughters, 
Tammie and Demertia. The company sells 
handmade beaded jewelry, cedar and pine needle 
baskets, linen baskets, paintings, handmade 
soaps, holistic items from essential oil blends 
including all-natural Devil’s Club warming muscle 
rub, Devil’s Club healing salve and Devil’s Club 
anti-aging cream, and other creams and salves.

WBA Interior Drywall
firebird907@yahoo.com
Anchorage, Alaska
(907) 351-6887 
Wayne Anasogak Sr., owner

WBA Interior Drywall, owned by CIRI shareholder 
Wayne Anasogak Sr., provides interior drywall  
for new construction and remodels.  
(Licensed, bonded and insured) 

COMING SOON:
QENEK SHAREHOLDER PORTAL
CIRI is in the final testing phase for a new shareholder 
portal with plans to go live in the next couple of months. 
Qenek (a Dena’ina Athabascan word that means “news 
or information”) will provide easy access to a wealth of 
information and allow shareholders the convenience 
of making certain record changes online. In addition 

to being able to access the portal from a computer, 
the portal is designed to be mobile friendly and will 
be accessible from a variety of mobile devices. Once 
available, instructions on how to create a Qenek account 
will be published in the Raven’s Circle newsletter and on 
the CIRI website.
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INFO MEETINGS 
ANCHORAGE  
AND SEATTLE
Spring is the season for CIRI Information Meetings. 
The Anchorage meeting was held April 23 at the 
CIRI’s Fireweed Business Center. The Northwest 
meeting took place May 7 at the Marriott Hotel 
near the SeaTac Airport. Both featured a new 
open meeting format to encourage more one-on-
one time with company executives, Directors and 
Board candidates. 

Byron Keith Abell
William Frank Abfalter
Edgar Ailak
Della Ames
Ernest Dale Baker Jr.
Leland George Barger Sr.
Dorothea Marika Barron
Natasha Mae Beasley
Leticia S. Belardi
Timothy Vern Bell
Chassie Rae Berntsen
Kenneth Lawrence Boyle
Richard Kenneth Bright
Steven Patrick Bright
Seth Thomas Bryant

Diana Marie Call
Brandin Chanler Carpenter
Rosalind Clara Carteeti
Lisa Gale Cass
Oliver Wendell Chapman
Charlene Marie Charls
James Dennis Clark
Kenneth Lee Clark
Waldo E. Cook
Gary Donald Cooper
Michael James Cooper
Salina Lynn Cooper
Tamra Lee Cox
Jennifer Maureen Crow
Leonard Michael David

MISSINGSHAREHOLDERS

MISSING SHAREHOLDERS, CONTINUED ON PAGE 08

The following CIRI shareholders do not have a current 
mailing address on record. When CIRI mail is returned 
as undeliverable, the distributions are held and the 
shareholder does not qualify to participate in any prize 
drawings until the address is updated. Shareholders can fill 
out the change of address form at CIRI's offices, download it 
from the CIRI website or send a signed and dated letter that 
includes the new address, telephone number, birth date and 
the last four digits of their social security number.  

(As of 5/18/2016)

experience and tremendous dedication” to the role, 
President Obama said.

Evans Smith joined ANHC as president of community 
relations and development in 2003 and was named 
president and CEO in 2011. ANHC showcases Alaska 
Native cultures and serves to educate visitors about 
the history and traditions of Alaska Native people. 

In addition to her work with ANHC, in 2012, Evans 
Smith worked on the legislation that established the 
Alaska Native Language Preservation and Advisory 
Council. Nearly all of the 20 indigenous languages 
spoken in Alaska are listed as critically or severely 
endangered by the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). The 
Language Preservation and Advisory Council provides 
recommendations and advice to both the Governor 
and Legislature on programs, policies and projects that 
support the preservation of these languages. 

The National Council on the Arts functions as the 
advisory body of the National Endowment for the Arts 
(NEA), an independent agency of the U.S. federal 
government that offers support and funding for 
projects exhibiting artistic excellence. In her new role, 
Evans Smith, along with the other voting members, 
will advise the NEA chairman on agency policies and 

WHITE HOUSE RECOGNITION, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 01

  Annette Evans Smith. 

programs, and review and make recommendations 
on applications for grants, funding guidelines and 
leadership initiatives. 

For information on the National Council on the Arts, 
visit www.arts.gov/about/national-council-arts.  
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http://www.ciri.com/ciriosity

P.O. Box 93330
Anchorage, Alaska 99509-3330

CIRI CONTACT INFORMATION

CIRI Headquarters
725 E. Fireweed Lane, Suite 800
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Tel.	 (907) 274-8638
www.ciri.com

Shareholder Relations
Tel.	(907) 263-5191 or (800) 764-2474
Fax	 (907) 263-5186

Shareholder Participation Committees
www.ciri.com/spc

Submit your stories & ideas to info@ciri.com
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Douglas W. Fifer, Tlingit
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Jeffrey A. Gonnason, Haida
Secretary

Michael R. Boling, Athabascan
Treasurer

Louis “Lou” Nagy Jr., Yup’ik
Assistant Secretary
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Hallie L. Bissett, Athabascan

Rolf A. Dagg, Yup’ik
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Elizabeth Anne Davis
Juan Eugene Delacruz Jr.
Christy Lynn Downs
Owen Francis Eben
Shirley Bessie Ekstrom
Lisa Marie Endres
Rachel B. Fisk
Maribeth Forrest
William Joseph Fuller
Solomon Fiedel Garcia
Susan Helene Gonzalez
Charles Randolph Grosvold
Kalila Carol Hill
Hilda H. Jacobs
Christopher Marion-Stone 
Jacobsson
Beverly Ruth James
Melissa Ann Jones
Sharreene Nikole Jones
James A. Joy
Ella Lucille Kalmakoff
Allen Alex Kankanton
David Michael Karabelnikoff
Alyssa J. Kashevaroff
Debra Ann Kissel
Shae Marie Kotongan
Richard Allen Kruger
Lorna Kay Larsen
Kalaniola Toi Myl Lee
Victor Charles Leviness
Katherine Ann Lindsay
Brian Kurt Long
Alicia Ruth Lopez
Michael Allan Love
William Dean Luttrell Jr.
Floyd Mack
David Bryant Mainord
Jessica Ann-Marie Merlino
Amber May Miller
Jack Joseph Milligan
Marshall Ray Mills
Ralph Nicholas Moonin
Shaun Michael Moore
Forrest James Nayukok
John Michael Hladun Nutt
George Lee O’Donnell
Hoyt Leonard Ogle
Kellen St-Clair Okpealuk
Crystal Michaela O’Neill

Bryan Lee Outwater
Joyce Marie Parks
Juan Darrell Pitcher
Kenneth Warren Rice III
Crystal Dawn Ritter
Garrett Clayton Rowe
Joseph Ralph Rudolph
Jesse W. Rust III
David Michael Santana
Michael James Schatz
William Jack Schneider Jr.
William Wayne Segura Jr.
Shane Allen Shumaker
Katie May Sledge
Selena Kathleen Sletten
James Earl Smith
Byron John Snyder
Daryle Shane Snyder
Hopeful Lucy Standifer
John John Stephan
Jason Robert Joseph Sutton
Kathryn Irene Sweetland
Veronica Ann Takeuchi
Carl Gustav Thiele III
Paul Jones Tocktoo
Andy Raymond Thurmond 
Tomlinson
Martha Jean Toon
Martin Sean Tucker
Mathew Alan Tucker
Amanda Danielle Varney
Terrilyn Irene Wamser
Kayleigh Edith Ward
Rose Arlene Warren
Anthony Wayne Waterbury
Archie Alfred Watson IV
Christopher Allan Watson
Ralph Lee Watson
Melford Nunoolik Nupeauk 
Wesley Jr.
Anwar Lee Wheeler
Brandy Jean Whitcomb
Steven John Whitley
Walter Stanislaus Whitley Jr.
Jennifer Marie Wilson
John Bryan Wilson
Joseph George Wilson
Fannie Alice Woodall Jr.
William Robert Woodbury

MISSING SHAREHOLDERS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 04

NEW EPISODE OF 
CIRIOSITY NOW 
AVAILABLE

Download the newest episode of CIRIosity, 
the CIRI podcast. “A Lawsuit, and a River 

Runs Through It” explores the  U.S. Supreme 
Court case Sturgeon v. Frost, why CIRI was drawn 

into the case and what it did to protect future 
access to its land. 

The latest episode of CIRIosity is available at 
www.ciri.com/ciriosity. Or you can subscribe in iTunes, 

and new episodes will download automatically to your 
smartphone or device.

SHOPPING FOR ALASKA 
NATIVE ARTWORK?
Check out CIRI’s new online Alaska 
Native Artist Directory! 

Art is an important part of Alaska Native cultural 
identity. It helps keep traditions alive, ensuring our 
proud heritage will be shared for generations to come. 
CIRI’s new Alaska Native Artist Directory provides an 
online space for shareholder and descendant artists 
to connect free of charge with potential customers, 
including other shareholders and descendants and 
members of the general public. CIRI is pleased to 
support its Alaska Native artists and encourages you 
to do so as well. 

•	 View the directory or apply to have your information  
included at www.ciri.com/resources. 

•	 Learn about additional artist opportunities at  
www.ciri.com/shareholders/benefits. 

•	 Visit www.ciri.com/descendants to learn how  
to register as a CIRI descendant.

 �Photos of arts and crafts by CIRI shareholder Melody Daniell.
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www.ciri.com/nextgen

CIRI NAMES NEW VICE 
PRESIDENT OF REAL ESTATE

CIRI is pleased to 
announce that Chad 
Nugent is the new 
vice president of 
the company’s Real 
Estate business 
sector.

Nugent is responsible 
for CIRI’s Real 
Estate department, 
managing CIRI’s 
diverse property 
investments in and 
outside of Alaska. 

He joined CIRI in 2013 to assist in the development of 
the Fireweed Business Center and other projects, and 
quickly proved himself as an indispensable member of 
the CIRI management team.

A lifelong Alaskan, Nugent comes from a construction 
and development family, and started learning the 
business early, pushing brooms on job sites as a kid. 
From there, he went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in 
Business Management from Montana State University 
before owning and running a successful commercial 
civil construction company for a decade.

Nugent has a strong knowledge base in insurance, 
finance and real estate in the development sector 
and has been a vertical project manager on many 
complex, technical projects. He played an integral 
role in the development and construction of the 
Fireweed Business Center, along with numerous 
other projects, and continues to work with his team 
on evaluating additional real estate partnership and 
investment opportunities.

“Real estate has always been a cornerstone of CIRI’s 
business portfolio,” Nugent says. “I am excited to build 
upon the department’s past success through strategic 
planning and development and to lead the Real Estate 
team in identifying new opportunities that will provide 
long-term returns to CIRI and our shareholders.” 

  Chad Nugent has been named 
CIRI’s new vice president of Real 
Estate. Photo by Joel Irwin.

Monday, Jan. 18, 2016

SAVE
THE DATE

TAKE THE NEXT GENERATION TO WORK

CIRI shareholders and confirmed descendants age 10 through 
high school are invited to apply for Take the Next Generation to 

Work Day. Selected participants will be invited to spend a day at 
the Fireweed Business Center, where they will learn about CIRI’s 

businesses and explore future career paths.

Take the Next Generation to Work Day is Jan. 18. For more 
information and updates, visit www.ciri.com/nextgen.

RSVP Reminder:
CIRI AND TCF NORTHWEST 
FRIENDSHIP POTLATCH
If you plan on attending the Northwest Friendship 
Potlatch and have not already RSVPd, please confirm 
your attendance no later than Friday, Nov. 6, to help 
CIRI plan for enough food: Visit www.ciri.com/RSVP to 
RSVP online or call (907) 263-5191 or (800) 764-CIRI 
and choose option 5.

CIRI shareholders who are interested in displaying or 
selling arts and crafts can email info@ciri.com or call 
(907) 263-5113 for more information.

Northwest Friendship Potlatch
Saturday, Nov. 14
Chief Leschi School
Puyallup, Wash.
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
RSVP by 5 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 6

P.O. Box 93330
Anchorage, Alaska 99509-3330

CIRI CONTACT INFORMATION

CIRI Headquarters
2525 C Street, Suite 500
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Tel. (907) 274-8638
www.ciri.com

Shareholder Relations
Tel. (907) 263-5191 or (800) 764-2474
Fax (907) 263-5186

Shareholder Participation Committees
www.ciri.com/spc

Submit your stories & ideas to info@ciri.com

EDITOR: JAMEY BRADBURY  |  LAYOUT AND DESIGN: YUIT COMMUNICATIONS  |  © CIRI, 2015

CIRI 
BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Thomas P. Huhndorf, Yup’ik
Chair

Charles G. Anderson, Aleut
Chair Emeritus 

Roy M. Huhndorf, Yup’ik
Chair Emeritus

Douglas W. Fifer, Tlingit
Vice Chair

Jeffrey A. Gonnason, Haida
Secretary

Michael R. Boling, Athabascan
Treasurer

Louis “Lou” Nagy Jr., Yup’ik
Assistant Secretary

Penny L. Carty, Aleut
Assistant Treasurer

Hallie L. Bissett, Athabascan

Rolf A. Dagg, Yup’ik

Erik I. Frostad, Athabascan

Robert E. Harris, Iñupiaq

Katrina M. (Dolchok) Jacuk, Aleut

Ted S. Kroto Sr., Athabascan

Patrick Marrs, Aleut

MISSINGSHAREHOLDERS

Danny Trephon Alexan Jr.

Bruce Matthew Anthony

Carla M. Arshen

Fred Bahr Jr.

Ernest Dale Baker Jr.

Timothy Vern Bell

Donna Irene Beltz

Kenneth Lawrence Boyle

Steven Patrick Bright

James Patrick Brown

Lucas Oliver Cain-Olson

Diana Marie Call

Glenn Eugene Cantrell

Robert Dean Coultas

Tamra Lee Cox

Buddy Lee Crabtree

Don Dale-Lief Crow

William Colin Dahl

Owen Francis Eben

Edwin Fredrick Edelman Jr.

Wesley Frank Fraley

Susan Helene Gonzalez

Starlet Ann Griffis

Suzanne Carlena Hutchens

Harlan Iyakitan

Christopher Marion-Stone Jacobsson

Amber Lea Johnson

Rose Kahklen

Alyssa J. Kashevaroff

Shae Marie Kotongan

Christy Ann Lange

Duane Elia Larson

Ross Allan Leininger

Alec Rodney Lewis

Jack Joseph Milligan

Shaun Michael Moore

Charles Lewis Mumchuck

Jeronimo Magno O’Francia

Nolan Ryan Ogle-Endresen

Michael Todd Pruitt

Joanne Frances Ramos-Crow

Jerid Francis Rednall

Robert James Reekie

Kenneth Warren Rice III

Danielle Lee Ritter

Vina Louise Routt

Theodore Russell Scrape

William Frank Serradell

Jacqualine Sue Silook

Don Foster Simmonds

Myles Allen Soosuk

Christine Michelle Starling

Dennis Ray Stearns

Martin Sean Tucker

Cyril M. Tyson

Alice Marie Umetsu

Anthony Wayne Waterbury

Christopher Allan Watson

David Edward Watson

Ralph Lee Watson

CIRI has received returned mail for the following shareholders. 
When CIRI mail is returned as undeliverable, 
distributions are held and the shareholder does not 
qualify to participate in any prize drawings until the 
address is updated. Shareholders can fill out the change 
of address form at CIRI’s offices, download it from the CIRI 
website or send a signed and dated letter that includes the new 
address, telephone number, birth date and the last four digits of 
their social security number.

(As of 6/25/2015)

If you haven’t heard about it yet, CIRI expanded 
its internship program this summer, and six of us 
have just started our adventure with the company. 
As a quick intro: I’m Josh Henrikson. I’m from 
Anchorage and just graduated from Western 
Washington University in Bellingham, Wash. My 
degree is in marketing and business administration, 
and the intern gig I landed is in the CIRI Corporate 
Communications department.

My grandmother, Sharon Culhane, is an original CIRI 
shareholder from the Ninilchik area. As a recipient of 
a general scholarship from The CIRI Foundation that 
helped me to graduate debt-free, I am so grateful for 
all CIRI does for its shareholders and descendants, 
like me.

As the summer progresses, I’ll be sending updates 
through the Raven’s Circle about the internship 
program, introducing you to the other interns and 
telling you about the cool stuff we’re learning that 
will prepare us one day to—gasp—get a real job and 
embark on our careers.

Within the Corporate Communications department, 
I will be busy drafting articles for the Raven’s Circle, 
producing videos, helping with the CIRI website and 
whatever else they throw my way. 

Meanwhile, I can feel the excitement among the 
entire staff about CIRI’s upcoming move to the 
Fireweed Business Center. You can probably 
imagine the potential for chaos, but so far its 
been relatively controlled. For me and the other 
interns, just when we start to get a sense of where 
everything is, our brains will be shaken like an Etch-
a-Sketch and we’ll have to start all over. On the 
other hand, I’ve met a few folks here at CIRI who 
have worked in this building for more than 20 years. 
What a change it will be for them!

I’m thrilled with the opportunity to be part of the 
CIRI internship program (you can find out more 
about it at www.ciri.com/shareholders) and I look 
forward to being able to share it with you. 

Josh Henrikson
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